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Scrofulous  Humours,  white  Swellings,  &c. 
with  feveral  Obfervations  of  Diet  and  Air,  which 
may  be  of  Ufe  and  Service  to  People  affixed 
with  thofe  Diftempers  5  alfo  a  large  Account  of 
many  extraordinary  Cures  on  Men,  Women,  and 
Children,  with  plain  Reafons,  why  thefe  Illuefles 
are  not  Curable  by  the  Common  and  Known  Me¬ 
thods  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery. 
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S  I  R, 

<1  Compliance  with  your  late  Requefiy 
1  here  fend  you  a  fliort  Account  of 
my  Method  for  curing  the  King’s- 
Evil:  A  Diftemper  which  you  know 
I  was  extreamly  affli&ed  with  from 
my  Infancy,  and  which  continued 
many  Years  with  that  violence,  that  all  Hopes  of 
Cure  were  given  over  by  my  Friends  and 
Self.  The  Diftemper  had  feized  both  The  Author's 
my  Arms,  my  Right  Hand,  the  Fore-  Condition . 
Finger  of  my  Left,  and  my  Feet,  to 
fucha  Degree,  and  with  fuch  Violence,  that  feveral 
Surgeons  vj;ere  of  Opinion,  that  both  Hands  and 
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Feet  mud  be  cat  off.  The  Humour  likewife  fell  with 
that  Severity  on  my  Eyes,  that  the  Sight  of  each 
was  judged  irrecoverably  loft.  In  fine,  my  whole 
Body  became  fo  extremely  Weak  and  Feeble,  with 
continual  Runnings  in  fo  many  Places,  that  for  ma¬ 
ny  Years  I  could  neither  go  or  ftand  without 
Crutches.  In  this  miferable  Condition,  (without 
any  Elopes  or  Frofpecft  of  Relief )  I  lived  many 
Years,  until  it  plea  fed  God  to  direct  me  to  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  thofb  Means,  the  extraordinary  Effects 
whereof  as  much  exceeded  mine  and  all  other  Peoples 
Expectations,  as  the  Benefit  reaped  did  my  Merits ; 
by  the  Ufs  whereof,  God  be  praifed,  in  a  very  few 
Months,  I  became  perfectly  Sound  and  Well.  Id's 
now  more  than  twenty  Years  firrte  I  was  healed,  en¬ 
joying  as  good  Health  and  Sight  as  mod  People  do, 
without  any  Fear  or  Apprehenfions  of  a  Relapfe, 
being  able  to  endure  the  col  deft  Weather,  to  read 
until  Midnight,  and  to  walk  as  much  Ground,  every 
Day,  as  the  Generality  of  People  do,  without  dif¬ 
fering  any  Prejudice  thereby.  I  once  thought  (as 
mod  People  do)  that  the  King's  Evily  efpe daily  in 
fuch  a  high  Degree  as  I  had  it,  was  incurable  ,  and 
1  had  Reafon  to  believe  it,  after  fo  many  Years  En¬ 
deavours  for  a  Cure  had  been  fpent  to  fo  little  Pur- 
pofe,  concluding,  that  when  the  Attempts  of  many 
able  and  skilful  Physicians  had  all  along  proved  in¬ 
effectual,  there  remain’d  nothing  more  to  be  done. 
As  my  fad  Condition  shade  me  a  diligent  Enquirer 
after  all  forts  of  Remedies;  fo  I  never' declined  the 
Ufe  of  any  Means,  which  might  give  me  the  leaft 
Elopes  of  Succefs.  I  was  ftroked  twice  by  King 
Charles  II.  and  thrice  by  King  James  II.  It’s  incre¬ 
dible,  to  tell  the  great  Quantities  of  P urges ,  Vomit j, 
JOtet -drinks y  Alkalious  Medicines ,  Lime-waters ,  Milli- 
tedes,  Rue-Whitlow* Grafs,  and  many  other  things,  not 
excepting  Mercurial  and  Antimonial  Remedies,  which 
I  have  taken  in  my  Time  ;  but .  nothing  avail’d,  un¬ 
til  it  pleas’d  God5  by  a  wonderful  Providence,  to 


CO 

dired  me  to  the  Knowledge  of  this  Specific which 
in  its  Effeds  exceeded  all  my  Hopes  and  Expecta¬ 
tions. 

And  becaufe  fome  have  very  high  Thoughts 
of  the  two  laft  named  Medicines,  (viz,.  Mercurial 
and  Antiwonialj)  it  may  not  be  improper  to  acquaint 
you  that  I  made  feveral  Trials  thereof,  but  never 
reaped  the  leaft  Benefit  or  Advantage  from  the  Ufe 
of  either.  And  I  believe  the  King’s  Evil  is  of  that 
peculiar  Nature,  fo  diredly  oppofite  to  that  Difeafe 
wherein  Mercurials  and  Antimotoiah  are  fo  much  ufed, 
that  it’s  no  wonder  they  are  fo  unfuccefsfully  given, 
nay,  fometirnes  are  fo  very  dangerous  in  thefe 
Scrofulous  Tumours .  In  one  Particular  I 
was  always  very  happy,  viz,,  to  rejed  a  Mor~ 

Salivation ,  a  Remedy  certainly  worfe  l°n  tJy  Cm~ 
than  the  Difeafe.  _  For  where  it  does  J^t>ons>  ** 
not  deftroy  Life,  it  entails  fo  difmal  a 
Train  of  Miferies,  as  a  Man  had  better  be  buried  a- 
iive  than  fufFer.  For  my  part,  I  fhouid  ever  efteem 
that  Man  thebefl  Phyfician,  who  attends  to  all  fu¬ 
ture’ Confequences  5  who  (as  a  certain 
Author  faith )  does  not  heal  one  Difeafe  Reflexions- 
by  procuring  a  worfe,  but  reftores  fuch  ^*armnS* 

a  Life  as  a  Man  can  afterwards  enjoy  ~"2, 

with  Eafe  and  Safety.  Perhaps  Graftfmen  may  not 
like  thefe  Reflections ;  but  herein  I  ad  the  Part  of  2 
Friend,  which  a  wife  Mao  accounts  a 
very  great  Bleffing  ,*  A  faithful  Friend  Ecclefl  6.  i6\ 
is  the  Medicine  of  Life ,  and  he  that  fears 
the  Lord  foal l  find  him « 

Now  in  order  to  give  you  fome  Account  of  this  Cure 
on  my  felf ;  I  mud  inform  you,  that  it  providentially 
came  into  my  Mind,  to  make  Experiment  of  one  fin- 
gle  Remedy,  believing,  that  Simplicity  of  Medicines 
would  be  as  effedual*  as  that  of  Diet .  The  Ufe 
whereof,  firft  of  all,  I  begun  internally,  with  five  ot 
fix  Grains,  Morning  and  Evening,  in  a  Glafs  of  Spring 
Water  j  and  for  external  Application,  I  us’d  an  Oirrt* 
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went  and  Cerecloth,  made  with  the  fame  Remedy* 
This  Method  I  continued  feme  time;  but  afterwards 
with  much  greater  Advantage,  I  infus’d  a  certain 
Quantity  of  this  Specific k  Remedy  in  a  Gallon  of  Spring- 
Water,  which,  when  it  was  fine  and  clear,  became 
my  conftanc  Drink,  abfolutely  abftaining  from  all 
other  Liquors,  except  a  Glafs  of  Wine  now  and  then, 
at  Meals.  When  I  had  drunk  of 
In  Effects*  this  Specifick  Water  eighteen  or  twenty 
Days,  my  Sores  ran  with  a  much  great¬ 
er  Flux  of  Matter  than  ever  before.  Aifo  feveral 
foul  and  rotten  Bones,  in  feveral  joints,  came  forth, 
without  any  Pain  or  Trouble.  And  likewife  fome 
hard  and  unulcerated  Swellings  affwaged,  and 
went  away  with  the  like  Eafe.  My  Strength  alfo 
increafed  confiderably,  and  my  ufual  Pains  (upon 
any  Hidden  Change  of  Weather)  ceafed,  with 
fuch  a  vifible  Alteration  throughout  my  whole 
Conftitudon.  that  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  I 
thought  my  felf  in  a  manner  new 
1f<WQ  remark-  created.  Two  Things  I  obferv’d  very 
dieSympioms.  ft  range  and  unaccountable  :  The  Firft 
was.  That  whereas  my  Sores,  for  the 
firft  Month  or  fix  Weeks,  ran  fo  exceffively,  that 
one  would  have  thought  it  impoffibie  to  fubfift  under 
fo  great  a  Difcharge  \  yet  my  Strength  daily  increa¬ 
fed  ;  and  the  more  plentifully  the  Humour  fpent  it 
felf  this  Way,  the  more  hearty  and  ftrong  I  per¬ 
ceiv’d  my  felf  to  grow.  The  other  Thing  I  pb- 
ferved,  was,  That  my  Urine,  after  fome  time  ta¬ 
king  of  this  Specifick  Remedy ,  became  as  thick  and 
ropy,  as  if  it  had  been  blended  with  Whites  of 
Eggs,  or  fuch  like  vifeous  Matter,  which  con¬ 
tinu’d  until  ail  my  Sores  healed,  as  they  did  perfect¬ 
ly  in  about  eight  Months,  or  fomething  lefs.  Du¬ 
ring  this  Courfe,  I  never  found  the  leaft  Tendency  or 
Difpofidon  unto  Sicknefs,  or  any  other  Inconveniency 
whatioever,  but  fuch  a  difference  for  Eafe,  that  there 
was  no  Comparifon  between  this  Method  of  Cure, 
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and  thofe  wherewith  I  had  been  formerly  treated  j 
fo  eafie  and  pleafant  was  the  Operation,  and  withal 
fo  efficacious. 

Should  I  pretend  to  give  what  the  Do&ors  call  the 
Rationale ,  how  this  Specifick  Remedy  effected  my 
Cure  by  fuch  an  eafy  and  uncommon  Evacuation, 
it  would  be  of  little  Moment,  tho’  done  with  the  ut- 
moft  An  and  Accuracy:  all  who  are  the  leaft  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  Hiftory  of  Phyfick  know,  that 
nothing  is  more  common  among  its  Profeffors,  than 
to  form  Hypothefes,  which  in  a  little  time  become  ex¬ 
ploded  as  ridiculous.  Dr  .Willis,  in  hh  time,  took  up* 
on  him  Systematically  to  account  for  the  fecret  and  hid* 
den  Operation  of  Medicines  on  human  Bodies  j  but 
Dr.  Mead,  in  his  Treatife  de  imperio  Solis  &Luna,  &c* 
faith,  that  Dr.  Willis  hath  given  us  an  Idea  of  Sopori - 
ferous  Difiempers ,  which  jhews  the  Author  more 
abounded  in  Words  than  in  Principles  of  Phyfick * 
And  though  Dr.  Mead  Ihould  be  miftaken  in  his  Gen- 
fure,  yet  he,  nor  Dr.  Willis ,  nor  any  other  Author, 
give  us  any  light  how  fuch  an  Operation,  as  my  Spe- 
cifick  produceth,  can  be  accounted  for  according  to 
their  imaginary  Explications  of  Caufes  and  Effects \ 
For  how  Nature  difpofeth  Remedies  to  effecf  particu¬ 
lar  Cures,  mu  ft  be  no  eafie  Matter  to  determine,  un¬ 
til  we  are  able  to  penetrate  more  nicely  into  Things 
fo  remote  from  our  Senfes:  And  therefore  til! 
I  am  able  to  talk  otherwife  than  in  the  vul¬ 
gar  Cant  .of  Thinning ,  Ratifying,  Ab forking. y  and  At¬ 
tenuating  thofe  flagnated,  coagulated  Juices ,  1  will  be 
filent  of  thofe  Matters ;  and  lhall  only  obferve, 
.that  this  Difeafe  may  be  led,  but  not  driven;  and 
that  the  gentleft  Methods  will  be  always  likely 
to  prove  the  moft  fuccefsful.  Men  may  Purge  and 
Salivate  as  long  as  they  pleafe,  without  any  other 
Effect,  than  that  the  Morbifick  Matter,  which  ufes 
to  be  thrown  out  by  Ulcers,  &c.  fhali,  by  the 
Debility  and  Weaknefs  of  the  Patient,  occafioned 
by  fuch  rough  Ufages,  be  turned  upon  feme  of  the 
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more  noble  Parts,  and  thereby  bring  Death  much 
fooner,  than  if  Nature  had  been  fufFered  quietly  (as 
long  as  (he  was  able)  to  disburden  herfelf  through 
thofe  extraordinary  Canals,  by  her  formed  to  evacuate 
what  is  hurtful  *T  and  yet  there  may  be  fome  Simples 
and  Methods  which  will  fafely  and  effe&uaily  cure 
this  Diftemper,  with  infinite  lefts  Trouble  than  what 
People  undergo  in  fuch  Cafes  by  the  common  Ap¬ 
plications,  which  debilitate  Patients  to  fuch  a  degree 
as  to  make  them  utterly  incurable,  who  might  have 
eafily  been  reliev’d  if  thofe  common  rough  Courfes  of 
Phyfick  had  been  forborn.  I  can  truly  fay,  from  my 
own  Experience-  that  the  greater  Violence  I  was  treat¬ 
ed  with,  when  affli&ed  with  that  Diftemper,  by  fo 
much  the  w.orfe  it  fared  with  me  *,  the  fame  I  very 
well  remember  was  the  ufua]  Complaint  of  all  my 
Fellow- fu fFerers,  whereof  1  had  a  large  Acquaintance, 
who  are  long  fmee  expired,  much  the  fooner  I  tear  by 
thofe  Things  which  were  preferibed  as  Remedies, 
than  if  the  Difeafe  had  been  left  to  it  fdf. 

When  a  human  Body  is  fo  far  depraved,  as  that  this, 
or  any  other  Diftemper  happens,  and  if  Methods  are 
lifted,  which  inftead  of  healing  that  Decay  of  Nature, 
do  further  weaken  the  whole  Body,  and  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  a  Friend  prove  an  Enemy  :  Can  any  Man  think 
but  fuch  additional  Attacks  tend  todeftroy  where  k 
pretended  to  give  Affiftance,  and  this  F  the  true 
lleafon  why  I  merNt  with  fo  much  more  difficulty  in 
the  Cure  of  thofe  People  who  have  paffld  thro5  the 
ordinary  and  Rated  Methods  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery, 
fjian  of  others  (who  though  they  have  the  Diftem¬ 
per  more  violently )  have  never  been  tamper’d  with  ; 
theft  even  fomeofthefe,  f  can  truly  affirm,  with  God’s 
wonderful  Blefitng  on  my  Endeavours,  have  been 
healed  by  me,  though  pronounced  incuiable  by  fome 
called  the  %ALlcuhyii  of  this  Age,  who  had  ufed 
their  iitmoft  Efforts  to  no  other  Purpofe,  but  of 

Patients  much  worfe  than  they  found 
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The  iifual  Pra&ice  in  caring  the  Kings  Evil \  I 
have  obferv’d  to  run  (in  a  manner)  chiefly  upon  E~ 
vacuation,  with  the  Ufe  of  the  Deception  oi  the 
Woods,  and  fotne  other  Simples  \  which  Methods  are 
fo  generally  known  and  fix'd,  that  if  five  hundred 
People  were  afflided  with  this  Diftemper,  and  as  ma¬ 
ny  Phyficians  confuited,  a  Man  might  not  only 
pretty  nearly  guefs,  what  each  of  them  would  pre-> 
fcribej  but  alfo,  what  Effects  each  Perfon  might  ex¬ 
pect  from  their  Prefcriptions.  But  now,  as  this  my 
Specifick  Remedy  is  new  and  uncommon,  fo  likewife 
are  its  Operations  different  from  any  Medicines  I 
ever  yet  knew  or  heard  of.  For,  no  fooner  is  this 
Remedy  incorporated  with  the  Blood,  but  the 
fcrofuious  Ulcers  open  like  fo  many  Flood*  Gates, 
pouring  out  the  Humour  with  a  mighty  Current, 
which  to  every  Bodies  thinking,  fhould  rather 
wafte  and  confume  the  Body,  than  encreafe  its 
Strength  and  Vigour.  But  it  proves  quite  otherwife, 
for  by  how  much  the  more  plentifully  the  Humour 
fpends  it  felf  this  way,  by  fo  much  the  more  hearty 
and  ftrong  do  People  grow :  And  this  one  thing  I 
look  upon  as  a  very  reafonable  Indication  of  a  fuc- 
Geeding  Cure  ;  becaufe  this  vifeous  and  ftubborn  Hu¬ 
mour,  which  will  not  yield  to  other  Evacuations,  tho* 
never  fo  ftrong,  is  here  by  thrown  out,  the  Way  which 
Nature  indicates  to  disburden  her  felf. 

This  pafs’d  for  a  Maxim  with  Hippocrates ;  Aphor.  u. 
Tbofe  things  (faith  he)  which  are  to  he  car¬ 
ried  off \  are  to  he  drawn  whither  they  mofi  incline , 
through  [uch  Ways  and  Places  as  are  fittefi  for  Con * 
veyance  and  Expulfion .  Of  the  fame  Mind  was  the 
great  Dr*  Sydenham ,  a  Man  famous  in  his  Time ; 
Where  Nature ,  faith  he,  hath  appointed  fame  certain  way 
of  Evacuation ,  whatever  e JMethod  affifls  her  in  her  own 
way ,  neceffarily  conduceth  to  Healing  of  the  Difeaje . 
And,  faith  the  late  Dr.  Paxton ,  Herein  ccnfifts  one  great 
Secret  of  Phyfick ,  in  rightly  judging  when  it's  neceffary 
and  fafe  to  evacuate,  and  in  diftinguijhing  by  what  Ways 
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and  Methods  it  ought  to  he  done  ;  if  We'  mifiake  in  either  ^ 
in  [lead'  of  pefrving  the  Sick,  we  may  *  defiroy  him . 
And  methinks,  it  fhould  eafily  be  allow’d,  that  to 
promote  a  regular  Secretion  of  the  Morbifick  Matter 
in  thofe  Places  where  Nature  hath  determin’d  to  empty 
herfelfj  is  the  moll  rational  and  fafe  Method  for  eradi¬ 
cating  this  Difeafe.  Sometimes  this  Specifick  Remedy 
will  precipitate  this  Humour,  and  bring  it  away  by  17- 
tine  alfo  ;  Which,  as  the  Divine  Hippocrates  hath  elfe- 
where  obferved,  is  a  good  Sign  of  an  enfuing  Cure. 

After  a  few  Days  takings  of  this  Specifick  Remedy , 
either  in  Specie ,  or  dlffolved  in  any  proper  Vehicle ,  I 
have,  therewith,  brought  feverat  of  thefe  knotty 
and  hard  Swellings  to  fpeedy  Suppuration,  which 
before  would  not  yield  to  the  flrongeft  Cataplafms, 
Poultices,  -or  the  other  greafie  Emollients,  And, 
moreover,  where  the  fduTnefs  of  the  Bones  have  not 
been  fiifpe&ed,  they  have,  by  taking  this  Remedy, 
perforated  the  Skin,  and  fcaled  without  Pain  and 
Trouble.  The  Glands  are  thought  to  be  the  Seats 
of  the  Kings  Evil)  fwelled  and  enflamed  with  a 
vifcous  and  ropy  Matter.  If  fo,  may  it  not  be  al¬ 
lowed,  that  a  Medicine,  whofe  immediate  Opera¬ 
tions  are  upon  thefe  decretory  VeJJels,  muft  needs  be  of 
prime  Ufe  and  Advantage  in  this  Cafe,  finceit  affe&s 
none  but  the  diftempere'd  Parts,  nor  difturbs  any  other 
Humour  but  the  Scrofulous  ^  the  like  effedl,  I  fancy, 
can’t  be  found  from  the  Ufe  of  any  other  Medicine, 
Simple  or  Compound.  For  an  unqueftionable  Proof 
of  this  Matter,  I  dare  appeal  to  thofe  who  have  taken 
this  Specifick  Remedy,  if  they  have  not  found  an  im¬ 
mediate  Senfe  of  its  Operation  in  the  Parts  affedled, 
after  having  drank  but  one  or  two  GlaiTes  thereof. 

That  Specifick  Remedies  were  always  held  in  great 
Efleem  by  Phyficians,  Surgeons,  and  Naturafifts, 
their  own  Writings  do  abundantly  teftify.  Hippocrates , 
though  not  the  earlie'ft  Author,  fpeaks  much  in  their 
Praife,'  affirming  his  own  Experience  of  them,  and 
thole  of  his  Ptedeeeffijrs*  were  luffigienc  to  re- 
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commend  their  Ufe.  Galen  liKewife  relates,  rev  era! 
Cares  done  by  them,  tho’  he  could  give  no  mtio- 
nal  Account  how  they  difplayed  their  Virtues 
on  particular  Parts  and  Humours.  Dr.  Paul  Barbette 
fpeaksmuch  in  favour  of  feme  internal  Remedies,  to 
have  a  Specifical  Energy  for  curing  the  Kings  Evil. 
Dr.  Mead  alfo,  in  his  Mechanical  Account  of  Poifons, 
declares,  from  his  own  Experience,  the  tat  of  Vipers 
to  have  a  Power  beyond  all  other  Medicines  to  expel 
their  Poifons :  And  in  his  other  Treatife,  Je  Imperio 
Solis  &  Luna,  fpeaking  of  the  Facing  Sicknefs,  he 
faith,  “  If  any  thing  can  poffibly  cure  this  Diftem- 
cc  per,  and  correct  the  Faults  of  the  Fluids  (though 
by  the  way,  the  Dodor  gives  us  no  Mathematical 
Demonff radon  how)  u  we  may  hope  for  it  either  from 
cf  true  or  fiditious  dnnaber ,  or  from  the  Root  of 
cc  wild  Valerian :  I  have  found  (faith  the  Dodor) 

by  Experience,  a  good  Effed  from  both.  ?  X  he 
late  Dr.  Ratcliff e  was  wont  to  fay,  u  Mankind  had  as 
a  much  reafon  to  bielsGod  for  thole  Specihcks,  0° 
“  plum  and  the  Bark ,  as  they  had  for  their  daily 

Bread.  And  Dr.  Tbo •  Fuller  faith. 

That  Specificks  are  found ,  by  Experience ,  Phar. Extemp* 
to  have  Refpebl  to  one  Part  wore  than  ano -  p>  88, 
ther  ;  that  a  Medicine  way  fir  ike  a  parti¬ 
cular  ImpreJJion  on  one  Humour  y  and  not  touch  another  i 
Whereof  the  Dodor  gives  us  many  Inftances.  And 
therefore  (faith  he  in  another  Place.)  tbo*  the  fashionable 
Opinion  of  late  Tears  runs ,  that  there  are  no  fuch  things  as 
Eledives,  refpe  cling  one  Humour .  mere  than  another ,  yet 
irrefragable  Experience  proves  other  wife  to  the  very  Strifes, 

Some  People  have  denied  the  Efficacy 
€C  of  Specificks  operating  on  particular  c»uvfe  of  cfp 
sl  Humours,  (faith  Monneur  Lemery)  mfiry, 

£C  but  by  (mail  Obfervation  in  the 
a  Pradice  of  Phyfick,  one  may  foon  perceive  their 
g£  different  Effeds.  And  tho’  the  Pradice  of  Phy- 
gc  fick  did  not  prove  it,  yet  the  Rules  of  Chyrniftry 
f  are'  a  Demonftration  of  it.  For  feeing  the  differ 

~  ~ !A  mm, 
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u  rent  Nature  of  Subftances  upon  which  we  make 
ic  Experiments,  require  different  Diffolvents,  we 
have  good  reafon  to  conclude  the  fame  of  thofe 
u  Humours  of  the  Body,  which  are  of  a  different 
u  Nature,  ”  And,  indeed,  the  Suffrages  of  all  our 
eminent  Phyficians  and  Naturaliffs  agree,  till  of 
late,  that  Remedies  might  be  found  to  a  &  more  di- 
redly  upon  feme  particular  Parts  and  Humours, 
than  others :  Which,  as  the  Lord  Bacon 
trolY  °bferves,  is  the  Caufe  why  Empi- 
p.  i $6*^'  ric^s  an ^  W°men  are  wore  happy  many 
times ,  in  their  Cures ,  than  Learned  Phyfi- 
cians ;  hecaufe  they  are  faithful  and  fieady  to  thofe  approv'd 
Medicines ,  which  they  have  fund  out  for  particular  Dif 
eafes  ■  And  therefore,  faith  he,  it  would  he  Matter 
of  good  Conference ,  if  feme  F by f dans  cf  Note  for 
Learning  and  PraBice  ,  would  compile  a  Work  of 
Probations  and  experimental  Medicines  for  the  Cure  of  par¬ 
ticular  Difeafes .  No  doubt ,  faith  the  fame  Author,  if 
Phyficians ,  letting  Generalities  gofer  a  while ,  and  fufpend - 
ing  their  Ajftnt  thereto ,  would  make  their  Approaches  to 
Nature,  they  might  become  Mafters  of  that  Art  whereof 
the  Feet  /peaks, 

Et  quoniam  variant  morbi  variabimus  artes, 

Miiie  maii  Species,  mille  falutis  erunt.  Ovid, 

I  find  Sir  William  Temple  in  his  Eifay  upon  Health 
writes  thus,  “  The  great  Defe&s  in  this  Sd  snee  Speak¬ 
ing  ot  Phyfick)  feetns  to  have  proceeded  from 
iC  the  ProfeiTors  Application  (efpecially  fsnee  Gd- 
?£  /ra’s  time)  running  fo  much  upon  Method,  and 
io  little  upon  Medicine,  and  in  this  to  have 
■  -  addicted  chemfelves  fo  much  to  Compofition,  and 
“  negledted  too  much  the  Ufe  of  Simples ,  as  welt  as 
“  the  Enquiries  and  Records  cf  siecifick  Reme- 
<c  dies.  ”  But  now  truly,  according  to  .the  pre¬ 
fers  Mode  of  Practice,  if  Difeafes  are  not  cu¬ 
rable  by  what  the  Apothecaries  Shop  affords,  there 
*  *■  i  f 
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is  a  ne  plus  ultra  j  fb  chat  the  King's  Evil ,  the 

become  Opprobsa  Medicorum ,  not  fo  much  from 
their  ftubborn  Natures,  as  by  thole  Reftridions  and 
Limitations  Phyficians  have  fee  to  their  Pradice. 
Thus  by  fixing  Boundaries  to  God’s  Works,  thofe 
Remedies  which  by  Specifick  Properties  would 
effedually  cure  particular  Diftempers,  are  in  a  man¬ 
ner  loft  ;  for,  lay  they,  Every  Medicine  operates 
Mechanically,  according  to  the  Laws  of  Motion ,  At - 
iraSlion^Gravitaticrjy  Coh*efiony  &c.  which  all  Bodies  are 
fubjed  to  j  therefore  there  cannot  be  a  peculiar  Apti¬ 
tude  in  any  one  Remedy,  to  relie\re  this,  or  any 
other  Malady  more  than  another.  I  confefs  thefe 
Gentlemen  ad  with  feme  Finenefs  and  Subtiky,  be- 
caufe  the  belief  of  Specificks  would  invalidate  their 
new  Theories ;  therefore  they  affirm,  there  are  no 
Specifick  Remedies,  and  consequently  lead  People 
from  valuing  fuch  things  as  have  been  always  expe¬ 
rienc’d  to  be  beneficial  in  particular  Diftempers.  I 
would  only  ask  thefe  Anti-Svetifick  Gentlemen, 
Why  different  Subftances  require  different  Refoi- 
vents,  as  every  one  acquainted  with  Pharmacy 
and  Chymiftry  knows?  Why  their  Officinal  Medi¬ 
cines  are  diftributed  into  diftind  Claffes,  anfwering 
to  fome  particular  Intentions,  viz,.  Cephdich  for 
Difeafes  of  the  Head,  Alexipbarmicks  to  expel  Poifons, 
Arthriticks  for  Difeafes  of  the  Gout,  Diureticks  to 
provoke  Urine,  and  the  like?  Is  not  this  to  fay,  in 
other  Words,  there  a  re  Specifick  Remedies  for  partierr 
lar  Parts  and  Humours  ?  Does  this  amount  to  any 
thing  more  than  the  Cloathing  the  fame  thing  with 
other  Words,  only  to  amufe  and  deceive  the  Vul¬ 
gar,  by  railing  a  Duft  to  make  it  more  olv 
tcure  and  myfterious,  perfwading  us  to  believe  they 
know  more  than  all  that  went  before  them  ?  I  shall 
only  remark  how  contrary  this  is  to  that  Openn.efs 
and  Ingenuity  of  Temper,  which  were  the  Orna¬ 
ments  of  fome  of  their  Predeceffors,  particularly 
Dr.  Sydenham^  who  fays,  Though  Specifick  Remedy, 
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fall  not  to  every  Mans  Jhare,  yet ,  no  doubt,  out  of  that 
abundant  Plenitude  with  which  Nature  overflowsy  Cave  is 
take n y  by  the  excellent  Maker  of  all  Things 7  for  the  Care  of 
all  thofe  Difeafes  a  flitting  Mankind y  and  that  near  at  handy 
in  every  Country .  Some  time  or  other ,  adds  tne  Debtor, 
a  Specif  ck  Remedy  will  be  found  for  the  Gouty  which ,  if 
ever  it  comes  to  pafs,  will  expofe  the  Ignorance  of  the  Dog - 
mat  i cal y  bow  much  they  are  deceived  in  their  Know¬ 
ledge  of  fecret  Caufes  of  Difeafes,  and  the  Remedies 
thy  apply.  Of  the  fame  Mind  was  the  late  Dr.  Rat« 
cliffs,  who  was  wont  to  fay,  Some  old  Woman,  onetime 
or  other,  would  fnd  out  a  Remedy  for  the  Gout.  TTq 
add  no  more,  the  Honourable  Mr.  "Boyle,  that  fa¬ 
mous  Reftorer  of  Experimental  Philofophy  ( as 
Dr.  FnW .calls  him,)  hath  written  a  Treatife  of  the 
Reconcileablenefs  of  Specifick  Medicines  to  the  Cor¬ 
puscular  Philofophy, 

Pliny  fays,  we  are  ignorant  of  what  we  live  upon  ; 
but  in  my  Opinion,  we  are  lefs  acquainted  ^  ith  that 
which  makes  us  fick.  Daily  Experience  convinced} 
us,  that  our  Constitutions  are  injur’d,  yet  we  can’t 
Scientifically  demonfirate  the  Caufes  thereof;  for 
tho’  we  may  fometimes  think  we  know  whence 
they  come,  yet  very  often  we  can’t  fo  mush  as  gueis 
whence  or  how  they  came  to  pafs :  Ana  to  fliew  the 
Weaknefs  of  our  Wifdom,  it’s  often  found,  that  ma¬ 
ny  Diftempets  are  cur’d  by  thofe  very  Things,  which, 
according  to  our  Reafon  and  way  or  Thinking, 
are  diredly  eppofite  to  the  very 
'  Dr.  Fuller’.*,  Nature  of  the  Difeafe :  We  fee  Contra - 
Med.  Gym-  ries  often  prove  Remedies  to  one  mother  h\ 
suiliea.  tJ0e  Juices,  a??d  Poifons  become  beneficial, 

when  oppos'd  to  certain  Humours  •  the  World 
has  lately  had  fall  Evidence  of  the  good  Effects  of  an  in- 
tenfe  C old,  equally  apply  d  to  all  the  Parts  of  the  Body  at 
once  ;  which  Method  of  Curing  fome  Tears  ago,  was 
thought  very  extravagant ,  and  certainly  de fir  active. 

As  Difeafes  have  infinite  Ways  and  Means  to  enter 
qpon  us,  fo  there  may  be -as  mmy  for  Health  to  re- 
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turn  byf  if  Mens  Pride  and  Conceit  did  not  too  often 
turn  them  out  of  the  way  leading  to  it.  It's  an  eafie 
Matter  toimagine  this  or  that  Humour  to  be  the  Caufe 
of  any  particular  Diftemper*  and  to  form  Methods 
of  Cure  upon  fuch  Conjectures*  but  Nature*  who 
beft  knoweth  her  own  Wants  and  Grievances*  is  not 
eafily  managed  by  fuch  Devices.  She  will  be  ferved 
in  her  own  Way*  and  needeth  no  other  Affiftance 
for  her  Prefervation  againft  all  Affauks,  but  a  pru¬ 
dent  Application  of  thofe  Remedies  fhe  hath  every 
where  provided,  fuitable  to  each  Complaint,  If  Pro¬ 
vidence  had  not  thus  order’d  Things,  what  mufl  be¬ 
come  of  the  firft  Inhabitants  of  the  World,  and  of 
thofe  People  now  living  in  many  Places,  who  have 
no  Phyficians,  Thilofophy  nor  Medicines  to  heal  their 
SickneJJis,  but  fuch  as  are  vulgarly  known  among 
themfelves*  and  approved  by  their  own  Experience 
and  Obfervation  ?  In  ancient  Babylon ,  great  and  po¬ 
pulous  as  it  was,  no  Phyficians  were  known,  nor 
other  Methods  for  curing  Diftempers,  than  thofe 
gain’d  by  every  Man’s  own  Experience  ,and  Enquiry, 
Artem  expedient  ia  fecit  *  .exemplo  monfir  ante  viam*  Ma¬ 
nillas. 

For  my  part,  I  think  it  would  fhew  a  Pride  and 
Conceit  in  me*  that  becaufe  God,  in  his  great 
Goodnefs,  hath  been  pleafed  to  difcover  to  me 
the  Means  of  curing  this  Diftemper,  by  this  gen¬ 
tle  and  eafy  Method  *  therefore  I  fhould  take  up¬ 
on  me  to  delineate*  and  exactly  defcribe*  either 
the  Caufes  of  this  Evil  Humour,  or  thofe  feverat 
Proceffes  whereby  its  Cure  is  effected  ;  for  f 
well  remember,  that  when  I  applied  my  felf  to 
others  for  Cure,  they*  of  all  Men*  had  the  word 
Succefs  in  their  Practice  upon  me,  who  profefled  to 
have  a  clear  and  perfect  Knowledge  of  the  Origin -v 
their  fine  Reafonings*  and  nice  Speculations*  after  a 
longCourfe  of  painiul  Experiments,  ended  only  in 
grievous  Difappointments,  If  the  molt  learned  Men 
have  not  explained  feveral  Phenomena  in  Nature/ 
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why  ftould  I  pretend  to  folve  what  is  as  difficult  to  the 
fall,  and  perhaps  wholly  inexplicable.  Many  Dif- 
eafes  are  of  that  hidden  and  abftrufe  Nature,  work* 
ing  out  their  Effeds  by  fecret  Ways,  and  fo  remote 
from  human  View,  that  oftentimes  the  mod  learned 
Phyficians  have  not  been  able  to  determine  the  im¬ 
mediate  Caufe  with  chat  Certainty,  but  that  others 
have  as  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  it :  In  this  Difeafe,  par¬ 
ticularly,  I  believe  I  could  cite  twenty  different  Opi¬ 
nions,  out  of  Authors,  each  of  them  peremptorily 
afferting  the  Caufe  and  Cure  from  their  own  Hypo- 
tbejes.  And  I  once  knew  a  young  Gentleman  with 
a  Swelling  under  his  right  Jaw,  who  *  ended  his 
life  before  his  Phyficians  could  end  the  Difpute  a- 
mong  themfelves,  whether  the  Tumour  was  Scrofu¬ 
lous  or  not. 

fo  fomewhat  ftrange,  a  Difeafe  every  where  fo 
common,  fhouTd  admit  of  any  Doubt  or  Difpute, 
when  the  very  Complexion  (without  any  other 
Sign,)  is  a  clear  Indication.  I  knew  a  young 
Lady  much  afflided  with  Pains  in  her  Head,  at¬ 
tended  with  great  dirnnefs  of  Sight,  which  I  fu- 
ipeded  to  be  the  Kings  Evil ,  but  her  Relations 
flighted  my  Judgment  :  When  (he  was  dead,  her 
Head  being  open’d,  it  appeared  that  her  Brain  was 
in  a  manner  confumed,  and  the  inward  Table  of  her 
Scull  carious .  I  law  likewife  a  Child  open’d  about 
12  or  i ;  Years  of  Age,  whole  Liver  and  Lungs  were 
evidently  Scrofulous,  and  yet  when  living  fhe  had  no 
outward  Signs  of  any  fuch  Diftemper.  A  Gentle¬ 
man  fent  two  of  his  Sons  out  of  Ireland  to  IVeflmmjhr 
School,  they  feem’d  both  healthful  Youths ;  but  foon 
after  the  Eider  of  them  grew  indifpos’d  with  a  Cough, 
and  died  tabid ;  his  Body  being  open'd,  his  Lungs 


*  Efeque  enim  Jz  veritas  ejfet  inventu  fxcilis  tot  etc  t Anti  vhi  in  ex 
s^u&re rich  occupati ,  in  tc:m  <.  ontr arias  (eftas  fuijfent  anattam  difper- 
titl  PancelfuSV 


€ 
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were  difcover’d  full  of  Struma.  Dr.  Walter  Need* 
ham '  in  one  of  his  Lectures  at  Surgeons- Hall,  de¬ 
clares,  “He  had  feen  a  ftrutr.ous  Swelling  hanging 
«  at  \he  Cone  of  the  Heart,  the  Weight  of  two 

^  Ounces.  * 

I  know  it  hath  been  fuggefted,  that  I  call  ail  Tu¬ 
mours,  Breakings  our,  and  Lippitudes,  the  King  s 
Evil,  which  is  utterly  falfe  ;  and  I  challenge  any  one 
to  inftance,  where  l  faid  a  Cale  was  Scrofulous,  and 
it  proved  otherwife.  Divers  Perfbns,  I  am  fenfible^ 
make  their  Advantage  of  Peoples  Ignorance  and  A- 
verfions  to  this  Diftemper,  deluding  them  with  con¬ 
trary  Perfwafions  and  Practices,  till  it  s  too  late  to  help 
them  by  any  Means :  whereas  it  would  be  much  Ho- 
nefter  to  tell  the  Truth  at  firft,  whereby  greater  Evils 
to  Body  and  Purfe  might  eafily  be  prevented.  Within 
thefe  few  Years,  I  cured  a  confiderable  Merchant  of 
this  City,  who  told  me,  after  he  had  been  fix  or  fe- 
yen  Years  in  hand  among  the  knowing  Men,  the 
Conclufion  of  the  $tory  was,  Sir,  Your  Diftemper 
proves  to  be  the  King’s  Evil,  and  use  can  do  you  no  far- 

ther  Service.  ^ 

The  Beginnings  of  thefe  Scrofulous  Tumours,  I 
have  obferved,  are  fo  very  fmaii,  that  their  firff  Ap¬ 
pearances  are  fcarcely  dilcernabie,  but  by  Degrees 
ffotiie  fooner,  others  later)  they  will  encreafe  to  a 
very  large  Size,  and  become  as  hard  as  Flints, 
whereof  1  have  feen  feveral  Infiances :  And  what  is 
more  ftrange,  thefe  Glandulous  Swellings  are  nou- 
rifhed  and  fupplied  with  Juices  diftindt  from  the 
Blood,  fixed  in  determinate  Seats,  defended  and 
wrapped  up  in  their  proper  Coats  and  Veffels.  A 
Procefs  of  Nature  widely  different  from  chofe  No¬ 
tions  and  Accounts  hitherto  given  us  of  this  Diftem¬ 
per.  And  whereas  it’s  generally  thought  that  Chil¬ 
dren  have  this  Diftemper  only  by  Inheritance :  I  have 
known  many  afflicted  therewith,  where  no  Heredi¬ 
tary  Contagion  could  reafonably  be  fuppos’d  '•  Neither 
my  Father,  Mother,  nor  any  of  their  Relations, 
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nor  one  of  my  preterit  Family,  I  can  truly  affirm, 
ever  had  the  leaft  Sign  or  Symptom  of  this  Evil  Hu- 
mour  among  them.  Many  grown  Perfons  become 
a  minted  with  the  King*s  Evil  by  external  Accidents, 
tvlXj'  BlowSy  Bruifes,  Gompreffionsy  Wrenches  of  the  Hip7 
Juz-ftg  Ancky  and  many  other  Joints.  I  have  feen  a 
Woman. with  two  of  thefe  brumous  Swellings,  the 
Bignefs  of  a  iurkey'sEgg,  as  hard  as  Pebbles,  under 
her  Jaws,  who  folemnly  protefted  to  me,  that  both 
thoie  Swellings  came  in  a  Night’s  Time,  and  that 
wtKn  Hie  went  to  Bed,  {lie  was  as  free  of  them  as 
any  Woman  living.  In  my  Obfervations,  I  have 
feen  more  People  fubjecSfc  to  this  Diftemper  after  the 
Small-Pox,  than  before ;  and  generally  fpeaking, 
the  tin  oft  healthful  and  a<5tive  Children  are  foonefl: 
liable  to  the  King's  Evil.  Whatever  therefore  fome 
Men  may  boafe  of  their  extraordinary  Skill  in  oc¬ 
cult  Caufes,  or  as  one  of  them  faith,  that,  The  firfi 
^tep  towards  ike  Removal  of  a  Difeafe ,  is  to  know 
its  Origin.'  Their  Imaginations  hitherto  prove 
but  whip  Vi  Irons,  like  the  Philofopher’s  Stone,  or 
the  univerfal  Medicine.  What  clearer  Difcove- 
ries  of  this  evil  Humour  Pofterity  may  bring  to 
light,  muft  be  left  to  time  ,  but  thofe  Hiftories  al- 
reaGy  given  are  rather  ignes  fatuity  mifguiding  us 
to  Rocks  and  Precipices,  than  leading  to  the  ge¬ 
nuine  Method  of  Cure.  tf  Parent  Na - 
Page  6 1.  turcy  faith  Dr.  Sydenham ,  accomplices 

ec  ^  .  t^e  generation  of  all  things ,  which  at  any 

a,  timejhe  brings  to  light  from  the  Bofom  ofCaufeSy  by  mo(t 
^  certain  Rule  Sy  only  known  t  o  her  felf  and  hides  iheirEjjencty 
Jfuidditieiy  and  con f  it utive  Kijferences’y  in  the  great ejt 
“  Obfcurity.  And  therefore,  faith  he, “  The  Cure  ofmofl 
“  Tifeajes  are  not  performed  by  the  Knowledge  of  their 
iC  occult  Caufes ,  but  by  a  proper  Aletho’d  approved  by  Ex¬ 
perience.'*  'What  repeated  Experience  recommends 
to  us  for  a  Truth,  on  that  we  may  al- 
*  ways  frfely  depend.  Men  hatch  a  great 
■wan y  Speculations,  in  their  Clofets,  which 

'  '  when 
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when  they  reduce  to  Practice,  are  found  to  be  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  Dreams  of  a  deluded  Imagination,  Sola  Re¬ 
media  fanant ,  faid  good  old  Celfus ;  One  good  Reme¬ 
dy  is  preferable  to  all  Hypothefes  and  plaufibleCon- 
je&ures  :  And  therefore,  what  Sir  Robert  Tabor  faid  to 
the  French  King  s  Phyficiaos,  when.*  in  a  feoffing  man¬ 
ner,  they  demanded  of  him  what  was -the  Cauls  of  a 
Fever,  I  think  was  very  ingenious,  and  more  to  the 
Purpofe  than  any  other  Anfwer  whatfoever  :  A  Fever 
(quoth  hej  is  a  Difeafc  you  do  not  know  how  to  cure3  but 
I  do . 

Provided  we  know  Peoples  Tempers  and  Conftittf* 
tions,  and  thofe  good  and  bad  Symptoms  peculiarly 
incident  to  each  Diftemper,  as  alfo  which  of  the  Non - 
Naturals  do  us  good,  and  which  of  them  do  injury, 
and  have  but  proper  Remedies,  we  need  not  bu- 
fie  our  feives  much  about  fecret  Caufes.  However, 
from  all  my  Experience  I  think  I  may  affirm,  that 
this  Diftemper  is  to  be  cured  only  by  inward  Appli¬ 
cations,  whether  Specificks  or  otherwife  ;  for  there  is 
no  Poffibility  of  deftroying  its  Effects,  but  by  re¬ 
moving  the  Caufe  :  Neither  Topical  Medicines  nor 
Manual  Operations  will  avail  to  any  lafting  Purpofe, 
if  the  Humour  be  not  thoroughly  eradicated.  Who¬ 
ever  knoweth  any  thing  of  the  ancient  Pradice  of 
Pbjftck  and  Surgery ,  cannot  but  be  fenfibie,  that  in  all 
fuch  Cafes  their  firft  and  chiefeft  Applications  were 
Vulnerary  Potions :  The  ingenious  Paul  barbette  declares 
this  Diftemper  only  curable  by  Internals ;  and  the 
Learned  Banholine  (tho’  a  Surgeon)  is  of  the  fame 
Mind.  “  Struma  ( faith  Cornelius  Celfus)  have  always 
“  given  much  Trouble  and  Vexation  to  Surgeons, 
“  becaufe,  after  the  beft  Care  and  Methods  have 
“  been  apply’d  for  their  Extirpation,  they  are 
“  found  to  gain  a  new  Birth.  ”  In  my  fell,  and 
divers  other  Perfons,  I  have  known  thefe  Tu¬ 
mours  laid  open  by  Incifion,  and  the  Glands  t^uite 
confumed  with  Efcbarothks.  And  yet  afterwards  the 
fame  Humour  hath  broken  cue  a  frelh  with  greater 

C  z  Violence  , 
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Violence ;  which  plainly  flieweth,  there  is  no  con¬ 
quering  this  Adverfary  without  the  inward  Appli¬ 
cations  of  lome  fpecial  Medicine,  able  to  extinguilh 
the  Caufe  fwhatever  it  be)  throughout  the  whole 

1  'lave  known  feme  People  affliefted  with 
this  Diftemper,  whofe  Plaifters  would  not  flick,  but 
drop  off  after  their  taking  this  Specific k  Liquor  and 
I  owder  for  fome  time  ;  and  others,  where  the  Dif- 
eafe  hath  violently  feized  their  Eyes,  the  Inflamma¬ 
tions  and  Sorenefs  decreafed  by  inward  Applica- 
non  only,  which  is  a  plain  Confirmation  of  the 
liuth  of  this  Maxim  common  among  Phyficians, 
Sub  l  at  a  caui  a  tolhtur  cffeclus. 

ITrA/'frihadr  experienced  the  Excellency  and 
,  efmnels  or  this  Medicine  in  my  own  Cafe,  I 
t  ought  my  lelt  obliged,  in  Charity,  to  make 
Jt  publick  ;  that  others,  if  they  pleas’d,  might 
reap  the  fame  Benefit  by  it,  as,  blefTed  be  God,  I 
had  done..  And,  I  conceive,  I  have  fome  Reafon  to 
efteem  my  feif  capable  of  helping  thofe  who  at  any 
time  Iliad  delire  my  Affiftance.  For,  befides  the 
Knowledge  ( which  God  hath  blefTed  me  with)  of 
this  Specifics,  Remedy ,  I  have  likewife  gain’d  fome  o- 
ther  Skill  from  my  paid  Sufferings,  which  I  reckon 
may  be  very  conducive  to  the  Cure  of-  this  Diffem- 
Pwi"’  as  wdiat  Tumours  are- Scrofulous,  and  what 
are  nor.  I  know  as  well  the  Temper  and  Conftitu- 
turn  Oi  Peop.e  afflufted  with  the  Evil,  as  I  did  mv 
own,  and  can  eafiiy  tell  when  they  will  fuffer  Pain 
and  when  not;  when  their  Sores  will  run  little  or 
rouen;  at  what  Se’afons  their  Swellings  will  rife  or 
fad  ;  and  when  they  will  break,  and  the  like  Of 
thefe  Things  I  have  given  a  Tatisfa&ory  Account' 

diners  People  will  bear  me  Wirnefs! 
i  by  lick  i,  as  a  certain  Author  hath  lonp-  . 
fince  obfervedj  doth  always  profefs  to 
nave  Experience  for  the  Proof  of  its  O- 
,  Ana  E  was  Plato's  Opinion,  that  in  or- 

ici  to  be  atroel-hyiician,  a  Mm  fhould  -firft  buffer 

.  .  /'  *  ait 
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all  thofe  Difeafes  he  pretended  to  cure,  and  pafi  thro5 
all  thofe  Accidents  and  Circumftances  he  was  to 
judge  of  in  others.  This,  I  muft  confefs,  is  a  fevere 
Pofition  and  if  no  Man  were  to  pradife  but  upon 
thefe  Conditions,  I  fancy,  Phyfick  would  have  but 
few  ProfefTors  ;  tho’  doubtlefs,  the  beft  Knowledge 
is  ever  gain’d  by  a  Man’s  own  Experience  and  Ob- 
fervation,  which,  as  Celfus  obferves,  Is 
the  principal  Thing  to  inform  Men  in  a  Aphr.  ios 
right  Method  of  Cure.  SeEt.  9. 

“  Of  all  Sorts  of  Inftrudions,  ("faith 
“  Sit  William  Temple)  the  beft  are  gain’d  Mifc. />.  15?. 
“  from  our  own  Thoughts  and  Expe- 
<c  riences ;  for  tho’  a  Man  may  grow  learned  by  other 
<£  Mens  Thoughts,  yet  he  will  become  wife  or  happy 
e‘  only  by  his  own.  ”  I  can  truly  fay,  the  firft  Steps 
towards  my  own  Recovery,  were  a  Change  of 
Thoughts  againft  the  Stream  of  Vulgar  Opinions. 
Thofe  Remarks  and  Obfervations  which  I  made  of 
Things  hurtful  or  beneficial  to  me  in  the  Way  of  Li¬ 
ving,  afforded  me  much  better  Light  toward  my  Cure 
than  all  the  Inftrudions  I  had  feenin  Phy-  * 

fical  Authors.  Several  Eatables,  though  The  Vfeful- 
forbidden  by  Phyfic'tans,  did  me  confi-  nefscfviet. 
derable  Service  ,•  and  I  have  reafon  to 
think  there  may  be  Specifick  Diets,  as  h!dp  de  Di¬ 
well  as  Medicines:  The  ancient  Phy-  *t£P‘ 
ficians  feem  to  intimate  as  much.  It  is 
impojjible,  faith  Galen,  that  the  Humours  flould  not  pari 
take  of  the  Subfiance  and  Qualities  -which  the  Food  had 
before  it  was  eaten  ;  the  Truth  whereof  we  learn  by 
every  Day’s  Experience,  from  thofe  ill  Effeds  of  an 
improper  Diet :  In  fome  meafure  among  the  Healthy, 
but  more  efpecially  among  the  Difeafed,  it  often 
produceth  thofe  Mifchiefs  in  a  few  Hours,  which 
feverai  Mon  lis  lhan’t  be  able  to  retrieve  and  there¬ 
fore  ns  a  Matter  of  great  Importance,  that  difeafed 
Perfons  be  well  advifeci  in  their  Diet  •  which  fome  of 
the  aqctenc  Phyiicians  reputed  the  Origin  of  good  or 
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bad  Temperaments,  And  herein  I  think  my  teit 
not  unqualified,  to  give  thofe  neceffary  Directions, 
which  if  oblerved,  would  prove  of  very  great  Lie 
and  Service  to  Perfons  afflicted  with  this  Kvil  Humw: 
Good- Management,  in  this  Helped,  1  rind,  ft  no  ic 
will  not  abiolutely  cure  this  Difeafe)  is  highly  uiciul, 
and  very  efficacious,  to  aid,  affift,  and  give  an  E- 
nergv  to  the  Operation  of  proper  al, 

Another  Thing,  which,  by  my  own  Experience, 

I  found  to  have  a  commanding  Power  in  cuts  D 1- 
ftemper,  in  giving  Pain  or  Bale,  w.b 
A*S 4  Mr.  the  Quality  or  Dilpofeion  of  theh>  * : 

Wherein  I  was  fo  critical  in  my  Grier- 
rations  that  upon  the  lcaft  Turn  or  Change  ot 
the  Weather,  1  knew  as  well  what  I  was  to  expect, 
ssif  a  Meffenger  before  hand  had  given  me  arn- 
in0'-  And  whofoever  undertakes  die  curing  ot  ttys 
Difeafe,  will  find  fuch  Obfervations  oi  great  Lie,, 
mot  only  to  direct  him  in  the  Cure,  but  ado  to 
prevent  Perturbations  of  Mind,  in  thole  woo  labour 
under  this  Diftem per,  arifing from  its  I.bbirgs  ana, 
Flowings,  which,  indeed,  arc  very  hidden 
prizing-  If  any  one  thinks  thefeand  iac,i  hke  UD- 
ler  vat  ions  are  Trifles,  let  him  enjoy  his  Opinion  : 
In  the  mean  time  it’s  my  Judgment,  whoever  curc- 
teflv  neglects  thefe  Things,  will  have  no  great  buc- 
*h)  u»  cels  with  t  r-emper.  'Divine 
An'ior  fiipptcratts  hath  in  tevera!  of  his  .\pno-_ 
Scl.C.44.  ri fms,  fully  fhewod  the  Vfctulnets  ot 
fuch  Obfervations,  to  direct  Men  im 


their  Methods  of  curing  Dileafes.  Co  r- 
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Things  proportionable.  If  difteinper’d  People  obferved 
thefe  Things,,  they  would  not  blame  their  Phyficians 
in  many  things,  when  the  Caufe  is  purely  owing  to 
the  Weather.  Neither  would  others  upon  every  little 
Indifpofition*  fubjed  chemfelves  to  Phyfick  and  Phle¬ 
botomy,  when  a  contrary  Change  of  the  Air  would 
fet  them  right.  Dr,  Wamewright,  in  his 
Book  of  Non-Naturals,  hath  clearly  de~  Bage6$, 
monftrated  what  great  Alterations  are 
made  in  our  Bodies,  according  to  the  various 
Changes  of  the  Air  ^  and  affirms  that  from  fiich  Notice, 
better  Indications  may  be  taken  both  for  the  Preven¬ 
tion  and  Cure  of  moil  Difeafes,  than  from  any  other 
Source  whatfoever.  The  Animal  Oeconomy 
(faith  Dr.  James  Kell ,  with  great  Truth) 
i  is  it  [elf  a  con fider  able  Part  of  Natural  P hi  -  t™™* 
i  lofophy ,  and  our  Bodies  are  Jo  firongly  in¬ 
fluenced  by  Variety  of  Diets,  and  jo  many  other  Things 
without ,  thaty  indeed ,  the  whole  Study  of  Nature  feems 
to  be  ufefnl  to  him  that  would  under  ft  and  it,  Herodotus , 
an  ancient  Author,  tells  us,  that  in  Egypt  Phyficians 
were  obliged  to  apply  themfelves  to  the  Study  and 
Improvement  of  but  feme  one  Difeafe. 

Every  Vhyfician>  faith  he,  hath  one  Difeafe  Lib.  2.  Se£h 
for  his  Province,  and  no  more ,  8zc.'  The  82. 

Defign  whereof,  doubtlefs,  was  very 
good,  and  of  great  Ufe  to  the  Repubiick  of  Phy- 
iick  :  Becaufe  hereby  Phyficians  acquir'd  a  more  cer¬ 
tain  and  per  fed  Knowledge  of  the  Nature  and  Dif- 
pofition  of  particular  Difeafes,  and  of  things  hurt* 
ful  and  beneficial  in  each  Diftemper ;  and  confe- 
quently,  were  better  able  to  fence  againft  all  ill 
Accidents  and  Revolutions  arifing  from  the  various 
Changes  of  the  Weather,  or  improper  Diets,  and 
many  evil  Habits,  w hereunto  each  Difeafe  hath  a  di~ 
red  Tendency.  “  If  one  Phyfician  (faith  Dr„ 
<c  Sydenham)  had  treated  but  of  one  Difeafe,  the  Art 
u  of  Healing  had  by  this  Time  come  to  as  great  Per- 
!!  fedion  as  our  mortal  Conditions  would  allow  of. 

The 
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The  divine  Hippocrates  formed  his  Pradice  from 
Experience  and  Obfervation  on  particular  Difeafes. 
To  underfiand  the  Art  of  Phyfick,  is  to  know  throughly  the 
peculiar  Confiitutiun  of  ever /  Seafon,  what  there  is  gene - 
rally  good  and  bad  in  each  Man’s  Diftemper,  the  State  and 
Crifis  of  every  Difeafe ,  to  whom ,  when  and  how ,  Victu¬ 
als  mufi  be  given .  He  that  knows  and  makes  a  right  Ufe 
of  thefe  things,  cannot  be  miftaken  in  the 
Art  of  Healing.  To  the  fame  Purpofe 
fpeaketh  Cornelius  Celfrn ;  Neither  ought 
the  Phyfician  to  be  ignorant  of  the  Nature 
and  Confutation  of  the  Patient,  whether  his 
Body  be  moifi  or  dry,  whether  firong  or  in¬ 
firm,  whether  feldom  or  often  Sick,  & C. 
Of  thefe  Particulars,  I  take  all  poffible  Care  to  inform 
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my  felf,  from  every  Per fon  with  whom  I  am  con¬ 
cern’d,  andfhould  be  glad,  if  Perfons  labouring  un¬ 
der  this  Diftemper,  living  in  remote  Parts,  when 
they  write  to  rue,  would  fend  an  exa d  Account  of 
their  peculiar  Habits  of  Body,  in  what  Parts  they 
are  afflided,  and  how  long. 

As  I  judged  thefe  no  improper  Qualifications  for 
one  who  undertook  to  help  others,  io,  bldfed  be 
God,  I  have  met  with  an  anfwerable  Succefs.  As  I 
treat  others,  as  I  did  my  felf,  fo  I  find 
The  fame  Ef-  t!-)e  very  fame  common  Effeds.  Their 
feffs  generally  &  ^  wkh  the  fame  Flux  of  Mat- 

other  People.  ter  uPon  taking  thl5  Specifick  Remedy  as 
mine  did.  Thofe  painful  Operations  or 
Cutting,  Cauterizing,  and  the  like,  (which  one  of  the 
greateft  Surgeons  we  have  had,  long  fince  declar’d* 
were  more  fatal  and  dangerous  than  the  Difeafe  it 
felf )  are  by  the  inward  Application  of  this  Specifick 
Remedy  rendred  ufelefs  and  unneceffary.  _  The 
common  Rules  and  Diredions  prefcribed  in  this 
Cafe,  are  as  ufelefs  to  me  as  Crutches  to  a  found 
Man  :  My  Materials  are  not  colieded  from  Phar¬ 
macies  (more  difeafed  than  our  Bodies).  I  am  able, 
with  God’s  Bteffing,  to  do  the  Bufinefs,  without  in- 

fli&ing 
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Aiding  thofe  Torments  attending  manual  Operations . 
I  have  a  Box  of  Scales  and  foul  Bones,  the  largeft 
that  ever  was  feen,  driven  out  by.  this  Anti-Struma- 
tick  Liquor.  Their  Urine  likewifei  have  frequently 
obferved  as  thick  and  ropy  as  my  own  ufed  to  be  • 
and  tho’  they  are  never  fo  Weak  and  Larne^  yet  I  al¬ 
ways  find  their  Strength  daily  increafmg,  as  mine 
did.  Ids  a  common  Complaint  among  thpfe  who 
have  taken  Diet-drinks,  made  of  Guiacura,  Sarfaphras , 
Mizericn ,  and  the  like,  for  any  Time  ;  that  chela 
Remedies  fpoil  their  Stomachs,  and  burn  them  up 
with  Feverifii  Heats  V  But  this  Speelfick  hath  quite  con¬ 
trary  Effe&s,  wonderfully  invigorating  the  Spirit % 
preferving  the  Appetite,  and  reftoring  it  when  loft 
and  is  of  that  mundifying ,  healings  drying  Quality ,  that 
fome  inveterate  Ulcers  have  been  cured  therewith  by 
an  outward  Application  only.  For  tore,  weak,  and 
enflamed  Eyes,  or  where  the  Sight  is  obftrudted  with 
Mi /Is,  clouds ,  Films,  and  Tear  Is,  there  is  no  better 
Ophthalmick  in  the  World.  Neither  did  I  ever  know 
this  Humour  break  qut  afrefn  upon  any  Per  font  cur’d 
by  this  Method,  no  more  than  it  hath  done  on  me 
above  thefe  twenty  Years  paft  ;  the  Truth  whereof  I 
can  make  appear  by  a  Gioud  of  Wicneffes,  from  their 
own  Experience.  Neither  do  I  encourage  People 
to  enter  upon  this  Method  oi  Cure,  it  I  have  not 
fome  Hopes  and  Profpe&of  Succefs. 

It’s  hard  to  fay  pofitively,  who  are  curable,  and 
who  not ;  This  laft  Year  I  cured  a  Man  and  fix  of 
his  Children,  before  I  was  able  to  effed  any  good  on 
a  young  Woman  (in  appearance  not  near  fo  bad)  in 
the  fame  Neighbourhood.  Perfect  and  abfolute 
Cures  in  all  Cafes  cannot  be  expe&ed,  becaufe,  as 
Cel  jus  obferves,  Caufes  and  Confutations  are  jo  various , 
that  we  lofe  our  j elves  fometimes  in  thofe  very  Accidents 
whereof  we  feem  to  have  the  greatefi  Certainly  and  Ex¬ 
perience.  And  therefore,  faith  he,  Confidence  and 
Preemption  in  the  An  of  Thjfick,  are  the  true  Cha - 
t<;  rdhrificks  of  jfuacks  and  Medical  Impoji crs „ 
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So  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from  the  large  Expe¬ 
rience  I  have  had,  firft  on  my  felf,  and  now  upon 
others,  one  of  the  greateft  Difficulties  in  making  a 
compleat  Cure  of  this  Diftemper  in  mo  ft  People, 
with  this  Method,  is  Length  of  Time,  which  many 
have  not  Patience  to  fubmit  to,  not  confidering  the 
Stubbornnefs  of  this  Difeafe,  above  all  others  }  that 
Nature  being  brought  very  low,  and  worn  out,  in  a 
manner,  with  a  long  Duration  of  the  Illnefs,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  emaciating  Methods  in  common  Ufe, 
cannot  fo  foon  accomplifh  the  Concodion  and  De- 
fpumation  of  the  Morbifick  Matter,  as  they  could 
wifh  :  It  is  in  this  Difeafe,  as  in  ail  other  Chronical 
Diftempers,  the  Caufe  is  paffed  into  a  Habit,  and  is 
become,  as  it  were,  a  fecond  Nature.  And  therefore 
it  is  not  to  be  expeded,  that  fome  fmall  and  fhort 
Alteration  fuper-induced  upon  the  Blood  and  Hu¬ 
mours  by  any  fort  of  Remedy  or  Diet,  can  perfed  a 
Cure  :  Since  the  whole  Habit  of  Body  nuift  be  chang¬ 
ed,  and  the  whole  Man  (if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it)  mu  ft 
be  as  it  were  new  created.  For  want  of  confidering 
theie  things,  People  are  eafify  (educed  to  try  variety 
of  Medicines,  but  with  fo  little  Advantage,  that 
they  oftentimes  run  themfelves  into  greater  Evils  • 
according  to  that  Obfervation,  long  fince  deliver’d 
by  the  Lord  Bacon ,  That  as  Variety  of  Me- 
tfu}’  Hfnd  dicines  ,!  thf  °ff-fpr>ng  of  Ignorance ,  fo 
Death .  '  many  Medicines  have  cau/cd  few  Cures. 

Whoever  knows  any  thing  of  the  late 
Dr.  Ratcliffe’s  Pradice,  muft  allow  he  gave  the  lead 
Medicines,  and  the  feweft  Compofitions  of  any  Phy- 
fician  :  The  uniting  Forces  (as  one  ignorantly  talks) 
to  fcour  every  Gland  VeJJel  and  Cell  of  the  whole  Bo¬ 
dy,  may  delude  thofe  who  know  no  better  ,*  but  Men 
of  Probity,  Learning  and  Experience,  are  fenfible 
that  Medicine  is  always  moft  effedual  in  its  Native 
Drefs,  feldom  better’d  but  often  fpoiled  in  its  Vir¬ 
tues,  with  additional  Mixtures  to  quicken  its  E- 
nergJ)  Credo  Jimplicia  in  fua  /implicit ate,  faith  their 

great 
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great  Mafter  Galen  3  ejje  fufficientla  pro  f amt  lone  omnium 

Aiorborum. 

When  Men  talk  of  variety  of  Medicines  and  Me¬ 
thods  of  Cure ;  “  As  neceffary  to  anfwer  all  thofe 
ic  feveral  Symptoms  and  Indications,  which  this  or 
€t  any  other  Diltemper  may  require,  tho’  their  Ar- 
cc  gutnents  beplaufible,  and  perhaps  fometimes  true, 35 
?  viz,.  Yet,  as  it  often  cometh  to  pafs,  that  diffe- 
i  rent  Symptoms  proceed  from  one  and  the  fame 
)  Caufe,  fo  whatever  (ingle  Remedy  will  effedual- 
i  ly  remove  that  Caufe,  will  as  certainly  remove 
:  the  feveral  Symptoms  or  Effeds  thereof.  Few 
I  Difeafes  for  Inftance  fliew  themfelves  in  a  greater 
i  variety  of  Forms,  or  are  attended  with  more  various 
:  Symptoms  than  Fevers  and  Agues ;  and  yet  the  Cortex 
:  prudently  exhibited,  will  take  off  all  thofe  different 
|  Symptoms  without  the  Affiftance  of  any  other  Ap- 
:  plications.  So  alfo  in  Venerea!  Cafes,  Patients  have 
many  different  Complaints,  which  feem  to  require 
different  Applications ;  but  yet  it’s  evident  in  Fad, 
that  upon  the  foie  ufe  of  Mercurials  skilfully  admi- 

I  niff  red,  all  thofe  numerous  Grievances  come  to  an 
end.  By  Parity  of  Reafon  therefore,  altho’  nothing 

(more  common  than  Fevers ,  Confumptions ,  violent  Vains , 
&c.  among  Perfons  afllided  with  the  Kings  Evil; 

I  yet  as  thefe  are  not  Diftempers  arifing  from  different 

ICaufes,  but  the  real  Effeds  of  one  and  the  fame, 
what  need  is  thereof  multiplying  Remedies  for  the 
Removal  thereof?  I  have  feen  Multitudes  of  People 
(young  and  old)  afflided  with  this  Diftemper,  but 
could  never  obferve  any  remarkable  difference  of 
Temper  or  Conftitution,  or  any  confiderable  Varia¬ 
tion  of  Symptoms  among  them,  otherwife  than  what 
the  Difeafe  naturally  produceth  in  common.  When 
the  Courfe  of  thefe  Humours  are  controuled  other- 
wife  than  Nature  defigned  ;  when  that  peccant  Mat¬ 
ter  is  recalled  back  into  the  Blood  which  Nature  had 
thrown  off  to  the  Extremities  of  the  Body,  no  won¬ 
der  if  fuch  poor  Wretches  are  alrnoit  deftroyqd  with 
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Stomach  Stchneffes,  Gripes,  Fainting* ,  and  a  large 
1  roop  of  other  irregular  Symptoms,  more  grievous 
than  the  Evils  intended  to"  be  removed  :  In  fuch 
Cafe  ("which  are  but  too  common)  the  Life  of  the 
Patient  may  be  in  hazard*  which  before  was  in  no  dan¬ 
ger,  fince  chat  Art  which  (hould  follow  the  Dire  A  ions  of 
(Nature,  is  oi  her  wife  employed  to  thwart  her  Endeavours,  by 
arafh  Application  of  Medicines.  To  theft  Observation's  I 
.may  ado  another  of  equal  Truth,  that  the  moil  a  ti¬ 
the  n-nck  Evidences  of  a  Man  s  curing  this  or  any 
ortter  Difeafe,  are  not  fufficient  to  fatisfie  fome  Peo¬ 
ple  prepoffefVd  with  Prejudices;  fo  that  if  a  Man 
were  morally  certain  of  curing  any  one  Diftemper, 
ye?4e  would  find  it  a  difficult  Point  to  convince  fome, 
tho^  he  produc’d  an  hundred  In  fiances  of  his  Suecefs. 
AM  the  Reafon  may  be  this,  becaufe  Phyficians,  and 
tho(b-  depending  on  them,  have  in  all  Places  fo 
much  decry' Td  all  Perfons  and  Things,  exdufive  of 
y  their  own  Knowledge  and  Practice,  that 

Bifi  iff  Bhyf  People  think  there's  no  Balm  in  Gilead 
pfrfg>.4*  but  what’s  in  their  Hands.  And  yet 
Phyficians  have  acknowledg’d  that  the 
Tfntaminj?^  Arc  of  Healing  was  originally  derived 
from  the  ignorant  and  unlearned  *. 

■  50  il*  N&y,  feme  times  (fay  theyfi  the  Fowls 
^  of  the  Air,  and  the  Eeafts  of  the  Field, 
have,  by  the  Exercife  of  their  natural  Ihftindfs,  di- 
reded  confidering  Men  to  fuchMedicines,  as  with- 


if  any  Credit  may  he^giten  ic  Vlirry,  we  pall  have  r.o  reafon 
to  fymfiMi  the  Invention  of  Phyfick,  two  great  Operations  h?  that  Art 
too-Vtnyy  peon  Dicing  to  two  i neenfi a erable  Creatures ,  viz.  Riot  <n  ns 
and  I  ufgmg  ,  the  ft  r ft  to  Hippopotamus,  a  Rivev-Iiorle  j .  the  la  if 
ter  id  I  Sis,  'a  f mall  Bird  in  Agypt. 

tTk-e  N*n-ep  (faith  Monfieur  Pomeg)  found-  ini'  the  Virtue  bf-  tie 
RalCup  Capiyi,  -fay  means  of  certain  Hoc  s  in  tl.-c-fe  Pints,  who  tre^ 
fixity  when  they  were  wounded,  would  Jlrihe  their-  ’Te:ih  again  (I  the 
V- r  units  of  theje  I  reef,  from  wlence  Jl>e  Ball  am  would  flow  out  in- 


to  their  Wounds  ;  and  this  they  would  continue  till 
Well. 


•Hiftofy  of  Drugs,  p. 
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out  fuch  Indications,  perhaps  their  Reafon  and  Skill 
would  never  have  brought  to  light. 

V- ,  ■  -  fy  ■  ' 

Diclamnum  genitrix  crei&a  car  pit  ah  Ida 
Tuberibus  canlern  folds  &  flore  com  ant  cm 
VurpurcOy  non  ilia  foris  incognita  capris 
Gramma  cum  ter  go  volucres  loafer  e  fagitta, 
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And  for  as  much  as  it  hath  pieafed  God  that 
I  fhould  be  perfectly  cured  by  this  Spscifick  Re¬ 
medy,  after  I  had,  in  vain,  tried  all  other  Me¬ 
thods,  and  fince  I  have  by  it  cured  fo  many  others 
( of  which  I  am  at  all  times  ready  to  make  undoubt^ 
edf  Proof )  and  daily  find  it  fo  effectual,  that  I  de~ 
fpair  of  none,  provided  they  wiO  be  governed,  and 
are  not  quite  exhausted  before  they  come  under  my 
Hands:  therefore  I  cannot  but  appeal  to  all  unpre¬ 
judiced  and  difimerefbd  Perfbns,  whether  I  ought 
not  to  make  ufe  of  the  Gift  God  hath  imparted  to  me, 
and  do  what  lies  in  my  Power  to  help  my  Fellow- 
Creatures  ;  although  1  do  not  fee  out  with  the  Name 
of  a  Debtor  in  form,  or  pretend  to  have  found  out 
new  Sy Items  in  Phyfick  •  for  (as  Dr. 

James  Kell  fays  in  his  Preface  to  the  Ac-  rag.  20. 
count  of  Animal  Secretion)  “  Moft 

Theories  of  Difeafes  are  built  upon  Principles  of 
£C  natural  Phiiofophy  }  and  therefore  we  can  never 
have  any  Certainty,  or  indeed  fo  much  as  a  De~ 
gree  of  Probability,  that  the  Indications  drawn 
c£  from  them  are  light,  or  fuch,  as  if  anfwered,  would 
cure  the  Difeafe.  ”  And,  indeed,  mod  of  our 
Phyficians  Writings  are  full  of  Invebtives  againft  the 
Opinions  of  their  Predeceffors,  and  of  Endeavours 
to  eiiablifh  feme  darling  Hypotbefes  of  their  own 
Coining :  And  therefore  one  might  wonder,  why 
a  Debtor,  who  from  his  Books  has  his  Head  fill’d 
with  Notions  and  Opinions,  fo  inconfiitent  with,, 
and  difagreeable  to  each  other,  fiiould,  ipjo  fatto,  be¬ 
come 
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come  fitting  to  be  trufted  with  Peoples  Lives,  tho5 
that  fitnefs  confifts  chiefly  in  being  acquainted 
with  what  Authors,  fo  difagreeing  among  them- 
felves,  have  written  on  that  Subject,  but  without 
his  having  Experimentally  known  the  Truth  or 
Falfhood  of  what  his  Authors  affert j  for  his  Pre¬ 
scriptions  being  made  fecwndum  Artem7  or  in  other 
Words,  according  to  the  Mode  then  in  Vogue, 
are,  as  to  him,  only  Traditions  from  others ;  fo  that 
whether  this  does  indeed  and  in  truth,  qualifie  and 
enable  a  Man  to  cure  Difeafes,  tho’  it  may  have  the 
San&ion  of  the  Law  to  authorize  his  Pra&ice,  let 
any  capable  Perfon  determine. 

1  am  not  infenfible,  that  feme  of  our  Modern 
ors,  viz*  Mead,  Friend t  Keil,  Titcairne ,  8zc. 
deiy,  as  much  as  pofiible,  the  Theories ,  Syftems,  and 
Hypothefes ,  which  have  been  efteemed  by  many  Phyfi- 
clans  of  great  Name,  not  only  branding  them  as  faife, 
but  accufing  them  as  hurtful :  And  now  they  have 
flarted  the  Notion  of  introducing  the  Mathematical 
and  Mechanical  Sciences  into  Medicine,  and  that 
they  have  attain’d  Demonftration  and  Certainty  for 
their  Foundations,  and  in  confequence  thereof. 
Health  and  allured  Benefit  to  their  Patients  for  the 
Superltru&rure.  I  muft  confefs  nothing  could  be  in¬ 
vented  in  this  Mathematical  Age,  to  make  People 
think  better  of  thefe  Gentlemen,  and  their  Pro- 
feffion  ;  for  if  a  Dodlor  is  able  to  prove  that  what  he 
preferibes  fhall  as  infallibly  cure  a  Diftemper,  as  ’tis 
proved  that  the  three  Angles  of  a  Triangle  are  equal 
to  two  right  Angles,  then  furely  thofe  that  are  bief- 
fed  with  this  Science  of  Healing,  cannot  be  enough 
honour’d. 

Now  in  order  fomewhat  to  examine  into  this, 
which  may  amufe  even  Men  of  Learning,  unlefs  they 
enquire  into  it,  much  more  the  illiterate,  I:  defire  to  ' 
premile,  that  I  ftiould  think  it  unpardonable  to  offer 
any  thing  which  might  look  like  depreciating  the 
Matheaiadcks  in  any  degree,  it  being  indifputable. 
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that  they  have  an  intrinfick  Worth, in  themfelves,  and 
tend  to  habituate  the  Mind  to  a  clofe  nervous  Way 
of  thinking  on  other  Subjeds ;  and  therefore  I  would 
be  underftood,  that  my  Aim  is  only  to  enquire^ 
Whether  the  Mathematick  and  Mechanick  Sciences 
are  really  applicable  in  the  Medicinal  Art . 

5Tis  aimed  needlefs  to  mention  that  which  every 
one  who  is  in  the  lead  converfant  in  the  Mathema- 
ticks  will  readily  agree  to,  viz,,  that  without  fuffi- 
cient  Data  or  Premiffes  laid  down,  no  Argumenta¬ 
tions  can  be  begun,  no  Dedudions  or  Inferences  can 
be  made,  and  much  lefs  any  Conclufions  formed  • 
As  for  in  dance,  in  plain  Geometry ,  if  the  Length  and 
Breadth  of  a  Figure  are  known,  then  the  Area  or 
Superficies  is  eafily  difcover’d  *,  but  if  I  know  the 
Length  and  not  the  Breadth,  or  e  contra ,  then  the 
amount  of  the  Superficies  is  not  to  be  found  ;  but  if 
there  be  not  Data  enough,  all  my  Enquiries  are  fruit- 
lefs  ;  and  if,  nocwithdanding  fuch  defeds  of  Pre- 
mi  lies,  I  will  form  Conclufions,  I  only  fliew  my 
Ignorance  and  Conceit,  tho’  cover'd  over  and  enve¬ 
loped  with  Expreffions  ufed  by  Mathematicians, 
And  in  like  manner,  if  in  the  Science  of  Medicine 
there  be  not  diffident  Data ,  that  is,  if  there  is  not  an 
Infallible^  clear,  didind,  and  adequate  Knowledge 
of  the  Difeafe,  and  of  the  Virtue  and  Efficacy  of  the 
Medicine  to  be  prefcribed,  and  if  this  Knowledge 
be  not  to  all  Intents  and  Purpofes,  as  really  and  truly 
comprehended  by  the  Phyfician,  as  the  Data  in  a 
Mathematical  Propoficion,  are  by  him  that  would 
form  any  Dedudions  from  the  fame,  then  'tis  unde¬ 
niable,  that  the  infallible  EfFeds  of  this  Medicine 
cannot  be  demondrated  with  Mathematical  Certain¬ 
ty,  and  the  very  pretending  thereto  looks  like  an  Ar¬ 
tifice  to  perfwade  and  amufe  the  World,  that  the 
ProfefTdrs  of  Medicine  have  as  much  Proof  of  the 
real  Benefit  and  Operation  of  their  Prefcnpdons,  as 
the  Mathematicians  have  of  the  Truth  of  their  Pro- 
pofnions,  and  feems  to  be  an  endeavouring  to  have 
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it  thought,  that  tljefe  two  Sciences  agree  in  Certain- 
ty*  And  accordingly  Dr.  James  Kell,  in  his  Preface 
to  his  Book  of  Animal,  Secretion,  fays, 
Tag.  6.  iS  Since  the  Animal  Body  is  a  pureMa- 
*,v3r_.  .  ''j ? ] .£*  chine,  and  all  its  Actions  from  which 

cc  Life  and  Health  do  flow,  are  the  neceffary  Con- 
u  fequencesof  its  O  economy  ^  muft  not  all  the  Symp- 
cc  toms  of  Difeafes  be  likewife  the  neceffary  Confe- 
quences  of  the  Alteration  of  this  O economy  }  and 
cc  do  they  not  as  neceffariiy  flo  w  from  this  Change, 
u  as  the  Anions  by  which  Life  and  Health  are  con- 
cc  tinued,  did  flow  from  the  Oeconomy  before  this 
<c  Change?  If,  (fays  hej  the  Pendulum  of  fuch  a 
<c  Length  makes  a  Clock  to  go  exa&iy  true,  does 
cc  not  the  Alteration  of  the  Pendulum  as  neceffariiy 
“  caufe  it  to  go  too  faft  or  too  flow  ^  and  when  all 
cc  the  reft  of  the  Movement  is  known  to  be  in  good 
cc  Order,  does  not  the  quick  or  Cow  Motion  of  the 
'«  Clock  as  neceffariiy  (hew  the  Fault  of  the  Pendu- 
€C  lum.  IPs  the  fame  thing  as  (he  affirms)  'in  the  A- 

nimai  ‘Body,  for  the  fame  Reasoning  holds  good  in  all  Jorts 
of  Machines ,  yp b of e  Motions  are  the  neceffary  Confluences 
of  their  Structures.  In  like  manner  Dr.  sJMeaef  in  the 
Preface  to  his  Book  de  Imperio  Solis  &  Luna,  &c .  de¬ 
clares,  That  Adechanical  Theory  confifis  of  Demon f  ration, 
which  by  his  Skill  in  Geometry,  he  {viz. 
Tag,  i$*  the  Phyfician)  either  draws  from  the  Fi¬ 
gure  of  the  Bodies 3  or  by  neceffary  Inducti¬ 
on  from  the  known  and  manifef  Laws  of  Motion. 
And  thus  the  fame  Author  in  his  Mechanical  Account 
of  Toifons,  afferts,  That  if  fo  abfirufe  Phenomena  as  thefe 
(viz.  of  Poifons)  come  under  the  known  Laws  of  Mo¬ 
tion,  it  might  very  well  be  taken  for  granted,  that  the 
more  obvious  Appearances  in  the  fame  Fabrick  (  i.  e.  an 
Animal/  are  owing  to  fuch  Caujes  as  are  in  th  e  reach  of 
Geometrical  Reafoning .  So  in  like  manner  Dr.  Friend , 
in  his  FrAeffion.es  Chymica,  argues,  That  there  being  an 
attractive  or  gravitating  Force  in  all  Bodies,  in  proportion , 
to  the  quantity  of  Matter  contain  d  in  them,  therefore  the 

whole 
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whole  Bttf  mfs  of  Pharmacy  may  he  reduced  to  Reafon  and 
Certainty.  This,  and  a  great  deal-  more  to  the  fame 
Ptirpofe,  thefe  Gentlemen  are  pleas'd  to  puMifli,  of 
the  Certainty  attained  in  die  Science  they  profefs.  I 
wifh,  with  all  my  Soul,  that  thefe  P  re  ten  lions  were 
well  founded,  and  that  Mankind  might  know 
vvhere  to  have  certain  Help  for  the  many-  Ma¬ 
ladies  to  which  they  are  incident ;  But  by  way  of 
Anticipation,  I  muft  obferve,  that  if  (as  they  affirm) 
all  other  Hypothefes,  Syfiems,  and  Theories  are 
falfe  and  of  no  worth,  then  confequencly  all  Pre~ 
fcripdons  founded  on  thefe  Miftakes,  jfhoiijd  be 
laid  a  fide  and  quite  difregarded,  and  new  Medicines, 
Recipes,  and  Remedies,  fuitable  to  thefe  modem 
Difcoveries,  ought  to  be  introduced  for  the  Cure  of 
Difeafes ;  and  yet  inftead  of  what  one  might  fb  juftly 
exped  in  this  Cafe,  it’s  notorious  and  beyond  Con- 
tradition,  that  no  new  Difpenfatory  is  formed,  the 
Bufmefs  of  Medicine  in  general  is  ad  min  iff  red  in  the 
fame  manner  now?  as  when  thofe  Hypothefes  were  pre¬ 
dominant  which  are  now  fo  much  condemned  ;  the 
Materia  Medic  a  is  the  fame,  except  the  Bark  and  a 
few  other  Drugs,  brought  to  light  by  the  ignorant 
Indians  (thofe  illiterate  Mortals,  who  value  things' 
from  the  repeated  Experiences  of  theirEfficacy,  with¬ 
out  pretending  Scientifically  to  demonftrate  how 
they  operate)  and  all  the  Alteration  is,  that  as  the 
Effects  of  Medicine  were  formerly  endeavoured  to 
be  accounted  for,  according  to  the  Theories  then  re¬ 
ceived  :  So  now  every  Operation  in  Medicine  is  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  foived  by  Geometry ,  or  according  to  the 
Law s  of  Attraction,  &c.  they  have,  indeed,  invent¬ 
ed  another  manner  of  Talking  on  this  Subjeds,  but 
the  matter  of  their  Prefcriptions  is  fuhftantially  and 
really  the  fame  as  before  fo  that  the  Change  by 
them  made,  confifis  of  Words  and  not  of  Things  ,*  and 
tho’  this  Device  may  captivate  the  unwary,  and  for 
fbme  time  even  puzzle  the  Wife,  yet  the  difeafed  part 
©f  Mankind  receive  no  real  Benefitthereby,  asisevi- 

E  den  s 
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dent  in  thofe  Treatifes  where  thefe  new  Notions  are 
broach'd;  for  Dr.  Mead  \n  his  Book  of  Poifons,  or  in 
o  that  tie  Imperio  Solis  &  Luna ,  &c.  Dr.  Friend  in  his  Pra- 
lediones  Cbymica ,  Dr.  Chejne  in  his  new  Theory  of 
pavers,  Dr.  Kelt,  in  his  Book  of  Animal  Secretion ,  Dr. 
Titcairne ,  nor  any  other  of  the  Modern  Firtuofi,  have 
di (cover'd  any  new  Remedies  for  the  curing  the  Ma¬ 
ladies  whereof  they  treat ;  but  only  endeavour  in  a 
new  Manner,  to  account  for  the  Operation  of  thofe 
Medicines  which  were  commonly  ufed  long  before 
they  were  born :  And  whether  all  this  is  of  much 
real  value,  let  any  unprejudiced  capable  Perfon  de¬ 
termine. 

But  having  thus  a  little  digrefs’d,  I  lliould  have  at¬ 
tempted  diredly  to  inveftigate,  how  far  thefe  Gen¬ 
tlemen  have  indeed  introduced  Mathematical  and 
Mechanical  Sciences  into  Medicine,  had  they  nor, 
in  fome  Places  of  their  Works,  expreft  themfelves 
fo  as  to  make  one  think,  they  rather  wifh’d  for  than 
pretended  to  have  attain’d  the  Certainty  they  fpeak 
of,  and  that  the  Treatifes  before-mention’d,  were  in¬ 
tended  for  Effays  how  far  they  could  fucceed  in  that 
Matter,  and  not  for  Proofs  that  they  had  ;  particu¬ 
larly  Dr.  Mead,  in  his  Book  of  Voifons ,  has  thefe  very 
Words,  viz,,  for  indeed,  ct  the  Data  from  which  we 
u  argue  in  thefe  Matters  are  by  many  too  few  ” ; 
and  Dr.  James  Keil ,  in  his  before-mention’d  Book  of 
Animal  Secretion ,  fays.  That  natural  Vhilofophy >  and  the 
Hifiorks  of  Difeafes  mufb  go  hand  in  hand  in  the  im¬ 
proving  the  Art  of  Curing .  It  is  not  pcjfihle  (fays  he) 
to  make  ufe  of  the  lajt ,  without  the  Knowledge  of  the 
fiff  In  the  fame  Book  the  Author  aliens,  That  mofi 
of  the  late  Hifiorks  of  Difeafes,  are  only  Philofopbical  Ro - 
mantes i  and  contain  nothing  of  that  diligent  Obfervation 
of  Nature,  which  gained  Hippocrates  immortal  Honour , 
and  -without  which  (he  affirms)  it  is  impofjible ,  that  even 
the  Art  of  Phyfck  jhould  be  improved.  And  the  laft 
named  in  his  late  Book  called,  Tentamina  Medico- 
hoy  fica,  in  the  Preface  fpeaKs  thus,  I  don't  pretend  that 

the 
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the  Explications  of  the  Animal  0 economy  are  to  he  efieemtd 
as  certain  and  perfpicuous  as  the  Propoftions  of  Geometry , 

I  wifi)  they  were,tkc.  And  he  there  further  tells  us, , 
That  the  Science  of  Healing  is  not  firaight  to  be  rejected, 
becaufe  it  contains  a  great  many  things  that  are  falfe ,  Ma-~ 
ny  that  are  only  probable ,  and  but  very  few  that  are  evl* 
dently  true  ;  nothing  is  invented  and  perfected  at  once \ 

I  confefs  I  cannot  account  for  it,  that  after  fitch 
Acknowledgments  and  Conceffions  of  the  Defect 
and  Inefficiency  of  the  Data  or  Premiffes  from 
whence  Deductions  are  to  be  made,  and  Conclufions 
drawn,  according  to  the  celebrated  Method  of  Ma~ 
thematicians :  yet  that  thefe  Medicinal  Gentlemen 
fhould  talk  of  fuch  a  Certainty  in  their  Science,  as 
may  be  compared  with  the  Ferfpicuity  and  Verity 
which  is  infeparable  from  Mathematicks,  and  indeed 
fuch  Pretenfions  are  utterly  inconfiflent  with  the  be¬ 
fore  mention’d  Acknowledgments,  for  (as  before  has 
been  hinted )  every  Tiro  in  Mathematicks,  knows, 
that  in  thofe  Sciences,  (viz.  Arithmetick  and  Geo¬ 
metry,  for  mixt  Mathematicks,  as  they  are  called, 
are  rather  Applications  than  Branches  of  what  is 
truly  Mathematical)  nothing  is  admitted  but  of 
fuch  a  Nature  as  muft  conftrain  the  Affent  of  every 
one  affoon  as  he  underftands  the  Proportion,  and  its 
Demonftration  ;  the  Definitions  are  clear  and  di- 
flind: ;  the  Vofiulata  fuch  as  none  of  common  Senfe 
can  refufe  to  grant  ;  the  Axioms  are  felbevident ; 
the  Deductions  irrefragable,  or  where  they  fail  of 
being  fo,  are  exploded  as  of  no  worth;  and  in  fine, 
whatever  is  truly  Mathematical  cannot  be  contra¬ 
dicted  when  his  underflood;  and  therefore,  (upon 
Suppofition  of  the  Defects  before  confeffed)  7tis  ini- 
poffible  there  fnould  be  as  much  evidence  attainable 
in  Medicine  as  in  Geometry,  and  that  Inferences 
made  from  Premiffes  declared  to  be  imperfect,  fhould 
equalize,  in  Truth,  thofe  that  can’t  be  contradicted 
by  the  moil  rigorous  Opponent.  ?Tis  not  to  be  de<* 
pied,  tfiat  if  a  Difiemper,  and  the  Medicines  tQ 
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fee  apply 'd,  were  of  fuch  a  Nature  as  to  be  a$ 
fully  comprehended  as  Geometrical  Propofitions, 
.then  the  _  Confequences  would  -  be  unqueftiona- 
ble  5  but  feeing  tis  not  fo  in  Fadt,  and  themfelves 
have  acknowledged  it  not  to  be  fo,.  then  what  be¬ 
comes  of  the  pretended  Mathematical  Cer¬ 
tainty  in  Phyfick  ,•  for  either  thefe  Modern  Literati 
are  in  the  right  when  they  talk  of  the  Defed  of 
thofe  Fundamentals  or  Data  before-mention’d,  and 
then  the  whole  Scheme  is  like  a  Caftle '  in  the  Air, 
with  ut  Efficient  Support,  and  tumbles  of  it  felf,  or 
by  tne  leaft  puff  of  Wind :  Or  .they  are  great¬ 
ly  ovei  Seen,  in  thus  branding  the  Caufe  they  feem 
to  hav.  qipoafed  ;  1  lay  feem  to  have  efpoufed,  for  I 
cannot  bur  chink  them  Men  of  greater  Penetration, 
than  that  they  fhould  be  guilty  of  fuch  an  Incon- 
ilftency,  as  to  afnrm  that  to  be  Mathematically  cer  ¬ 
tain,  which  ^they  know  and  confefs  is  not  fo.  But, 
pernaps,  tneie  Gentlemen  having  obfervedthe  advan¬ 
tageous  Ufe  that  has  been  made  of  Mathematicks  in 
natural  Philpiophy  by  one  of  the  Glories  of  our  Na¬ 
tion,  and  a  very  Columbus  in  the  intellectual  World, 
i  mean  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  were  thence  tempted  to  try 
Fotv  .  far  Mathematicks  might  be  made  jferviceable 
tn  Mec seine  j  and  tho’  their  Endeavours  may  have 
Dean  very  laborious,  and  their  Speculations  extreatn- 
ly  suctsl,  yet  tin  jome  Point  of  Stability  is  found 
whereon  to  fix,  there  can  be  no  practical  Ufe  of  Ma- 
thematteks  in  the  Medicinal  Science,  and  the  Snppo- 
lition  of  iuch  a  Difcovery,  when ’tis  not  fo  in  reali¬ 
ty,  refembies  the  many  late  Attempts  for  finding  the 
Longitude,  which  when  the  P  rejecters ■  modeftiy 
offer  to  tne  Publick,  for  exciting  others  to  try  how 
far  toe  proposed  Schemes  may  be  perfected  and  made 
ufeiUi ,•  then  fuen  Propofals,  tho  very  defective,  can¬ 
not  be  unacceptable  to  Men  of  Candour  and  Be¬ 
nignity  ;  but  if  any  of  the  Longitudinarians,  with 
affurance  give  out  their  Inventions  as  perfect  and 
practicable,  and  when  by  Aden  of  cooler  Heads 
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they  are  found  to  be  otherwife,  'tisnot  very  ftrange£ 
if  inftead  of  Applaufe  they  meet  with  fome  thing  of 
a  contrary  Nature  :  The  Application  of  this  Com- 
parifon  is  obvious,  and  how  unwarrantable  ?tis  to  pre~ 
tend  that  the  Elements  of  Difeafes  and  Medicines  are 
difcoverable,  with  an  Evidence  and  Certainty  com¬ 
parable  to  what  the  Mathematicians  have  attained* 

Nor  can  it  be  more  eafily  admitted,  that  becaofean 
Artificer  can  regulate  or  adjuft  the  Motions  belong¬ 
ing  to  a  Machine  (Tuppofe  a  Watch)  of  which,  "as 
toils  Mechanifm,  he  may  be  faid,  infomeSenfe,  to 
have  been  the  Creator,  and  of  whofe  Efience  or 
Confiitueion  he  has  a  perfect  Idea,  that  in  like  manner, 
a  Dodor  (hall  have  as  compleat  and  adequate  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Produdions  of  the  great  Creator,  who  is 
as  incomprehenfible  in  hisEffence  as  in  his  Works  ; 
The  pretending  to  this  would  verify  the  faying  of 
Jobj  But  ‘vain  Man  'will  he  wife ,  tho  he  he 
horn  like  the  wild  Jjjss  Colt .  And  I  believe  Job  ii.  v.  12* 
it's  undeniable,  that  how  much  foever 
any  Men  have  advanced  in  real  Science,  fo  much  the 
more  have  they  experimentally  known  their  Inability 
fully  to  understand  the  Works  of  God  ;  and  of  this 
we  have  a  living  Inftance  in  the  never  enough  to  be 
admired  Sir  I faac  Newton,  who  modeftly  acknowledg¬ 
ed,  C£  That  the  very  Subftances  themfclves,  even  of 
“  Bodies,  we  cannot  come  at  the  Knowledge  of, 
“  either  by  any  of  our  Senfes,  or  by  any  reflex 
u  Ad.  of  the  Mind  :  And  this  illuflrious  Author^ 
fpeaking  of  the  AttraBim  or  Gravitation  of  Bodies* 
concludes  thus,  “  But  the  Caufe  of  thefe  Properties 
ce  of  Gravity,  I  have’ not  yet  found  deducible  from 
a  Vbtenomena* 

But  that  I  may  not  neediefly  enlarge,  I  would  fup- 
pole,  that  a  Dodor  fhould  indeed  pretend  to  the  pra¬ 
ctical  Ufe  of  Mathematick. c  in  Medicine,  and  .is  to  pre¬ 
scribe  to  one  who  has  a  Chromck  or  Habitual  Difeafe, 
[Tor  as  to  acute  Bi  {tempers,  fuch  as  violent  Fevers, 
Pleurifies,  and  the  like,  there  the  Difeafe  foon  con- 
*  '  . .  '  ’  guers 
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quers  the  Patient,  or  the  Patient  the  Diftemper  ,•  if 
the  latter  happens,  then  the  Vidory  made  by  Na¬ 
ture  affords  Laurels  to  the  Phyfician,  and  it  would 
look  like  an  envious  Detraction  from  the  Doctor’s 
Skill,  to  attribute  the  Recovery  to  the  Strength  of 
the  Patient’s  Conftitution,  or  fome  Crifis  of  Sweat¬ 
ing,  &c.  which  might  have  enfued,  tho’  the  Phy- 
fician  had  been  unconfulted.]  Now  admitting  that 
this  Dcdor  knows  that  a  Drug  operates  or  gravi¬ 
tates  after  fuch  a  manner,  in  a  Fluid  compofed  of 
fech  Ingredients  as  he  has  mixed  together,  can  he 
therefore  infallibly  afeertain  and  determine  how  this 
fame  Drug  fhall  operate  on  the  Fluids  of  a  Human 
Body,  unlefs  he  clearly  and  diftindly  knew  the  In¬ 
gredients  of  one  Composition  as  well  as  of  the  other, 
and  unlefs  he  knows,  and  perfectly  comprehends, 
how  much  the  Fluids  are  alter’d  from  their  original 
Reditude,  and  what  Refinances  they  meet  with  in 
pacing  through  Organs  that  are  vitiated,  and  which 
particularly  are  depraved,  and  which  remain  perfed, 
and  how  far  the  Organs  and  Fluids  of  the  Animal 
will  be  affeded  by  the  intended  Medicine  ;  and,  in 
fliort,  unlefs  he  diftindly  and  clearly  underftands 
every  thing  of  the  Animal  and  its  Fluids,  and  the 
Meanders  through  which  thefe  pafs  in  a  State  of 
Health,  and  in  what  manner,  and  how  much,  exact¬ 
ly,  all  thofe  things  are  now  altered  by  Sicknefs  ,•  and 
unlefs  he  is  fare,  that  the  fick  Man’s  Mind  fhail  not, 
hy  any  Pa  (lion  of  Joy  or  Grief,  accelerate  or  retard 
the  Motions  of  the  Humours ;  and  without  he  fully 
knows  the  particular  Id iofyncrafy  or  Peculiarities  of 
Jiis  Patient’s  Conftitution  ;  if  any  of  thefe  Pre- requi¬ 
sites  are  wanting,  is  it  not  evident,  that  the  Effed 
of  whatever  is  preferibed  is  altogether  incapable  of 
Mathematical  DemoHftracion,  and  at  moft  can  be  only 
gueffed  at,  and  not  known  a  Priori,  that  is,  it  cannot 
be  infallibly  determin’d,  in  what  manner,  and  to 
what  degree  the  Patient  will  be  affeded  by  the  Fre- 
ferintion  intended, 
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Having  thus  endeavoured  to  fiiew,  that  the 
Pretence  of  bringing  Mathematicks  into  Medicine, 
is  hitherto  without  any  folid  Foundation,  fo  I 
find,  that  fome  of  the  Profeffors  of  Phyfick  are 
fo  far  from  efpoufing  fuch  Notions,  that  they, 
with  fome  keennefs,  animadvert  on  this  new  Seefc 
of  Mathematical  Doctors,  particularly  Dr.  Bloc- 
kerby  Fairfax ,  at  the  Botanick  Meeting  at  Hampfiead 
this  prefect  Year:  I  know  not ,  fays  he,  how  J 
ciently  to  admire ,  that  natural  Hificry  and 
comparative  Anatomy ,  which  have  been  fo  Oratio  Ap<> 
commendably  cultivated  among  us  by  our  logetica. 
Bhyficians  for  many  Tears  faff  fhould  of 
late  be  laid  afide  for  the  Study  of  the  Mathematicks ,  as  if 
the  Eternal  Idea ,  built  by  Mechanick  Bowers  and  Human 
Modules  were  to  be  compared  with  Divine.  The  Earth  is 
to  be  meafured  *  Sound  is  to  be  fet  to  Tune  •  and  even  the 
immenfe  Space  of  the  Heavens  is  reduceable  to  Men  fur  a* 
non  :  But  who  (hall  reduce  to  Meafure  that  which  our 
Sight  cant  attain  to ,  our  Ear  be  affetfed  with,  or  our  Fin - 
gets  handle  ,  that  there  are  in  an  animate  Body ,  Bullies 
Refs,  Leavers ,  &c.  any  Anatomifl  may ,  with  Plaupbility 
enough,  make  appear ,  but  who  fall  meafure  :  Shall  I  fay 
or  define  thofe  Animal  Spirits,  which  are  the  Spring  of  all 
Animal  Ait  ion,  that  the  Rlood-Fefels  are  proportioned  to 
their  proper  Offices,  who  doubts  ;  but  who  fall  confine  to 
meafure  that  Lord  of  the  Blood's  Circulation ,  the  imp ul fives 
Force  of  the  Heart .  From  Inoculation  it  is  manifefi ,  that 
the  Diver fity  of  contain  d  Fluids,  depends  upon  the  divers 
Structures  of  the  f turning  Channels  ;  but  who  [hall  under¬ 
take  the  Mm  fur  at  ion  of  the  Diameters  of  thofe  Tubules 
which  the  nicefi  Glajfes  can  never  give  us  fight  of?  Are 
thefe  Foundations  proper  for  Algebraical  /Equations  to 
be  built  upon  ?  Is  this  the  genuine  life  of  that  ft  eat  Art 
Mathematicks  ?  And  after  all,  what  fo  great  Matters  to¬ 
ward  improving  the  Therapeuuck  Art  have  thefe  Ma. 
thematical  Bhyficians  brought  us  ?  One  of  them,  at  Treat 
Expence  of  Algebra,  proves,  that  the  Motes,  which  in 
Scotomias 9  we  feem  to  have  in  our  Eyes,  are  not  real  Bo~ 
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dies  fluBuating  in  them.  Another  demonf  rates ,  that  the 
Tower  Poifons  havt  to  quench  Life ,  proceeds  from  acu - 
leated  V articles  they  are  compofed  of  Great  Discoveries  in¬ 
deed  y  and  worthy  of  fo  much  clutter.  Thus  do  fome  vain¬ 
ly  admire  the  falfe  Towers  of  Human  Under fanding ,  while 
they  negletl  the  true  ones ,  they  are  for  contriving  new 
Laws  of  Nature 3  while  they  pafs  by  known  ones  of  greater 
Value. 

I  think  it  would  be  neediefs  to  enlarge  further  in 
this  Matter,  fortho’  what  has  been  faid  may  tend  to 
undeceive  thofe  who  open  their  Eves,  yet  who  can 
make  him  fee  who  wilfully  keeps  them  fliut  :  I  fliall 
therefore  conclude  with  faying,  that  as  for  my  Preten- 
fions,  they  are  only  thus,  that  whereas  I  had  this  Di- 
fiemper  in  a  very  high  Degree,  and  have,  with  God's 
Bleffitig,  been  my  felf  cured  by  this  Remedy,  and  ma¬ 
ny  others  have  received  undeniable  Benefit  thereby  ;  I 
ft  all  honeftly  apply  the  fame  Means  to  any  Perfon 
that  defires  it,  leaving  the  Succefs  to  Almighty  God  • 
with  this  further  Declaration,  for  all  Peoples  Satis- 
faction,  that  if  this  Specifich  Remedy  fhouid  not  Cure 
them,  it  will  certainly  do  them  no  Hurt.  Not  one 
of  thofe  many  Hundreds  that  ufed  it,  having  ever 
complain’d  of  the  leaft  Injury  thereby.  And  yet, 
if  any  fbould  be  fo  infatuated  as  to  defpife  my  good 
Intentions,  becaufe  of  the  Meannefs  of  the  Perfon, 
I  cannot  but  in  Pity  wifh  them  a  better  State  of 
Mind,  and  think  I  have  done  my  Duty  in  thus 
proffering  my  Affiftahce,  which  if  they  refufe,  ’tig 
none  of  my  Fault* 

I  am,  SIR,. 

Yours,  &c* 
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Of  fome  Extraordinary 
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Men,  Women,  and  Children, 


Affiidted  with  the 


The  CASE  of  Charles  We! ill, 

TT  pleafed  God  in  the  Ifland  of  Jerfey 5  after  the 
I  Small- fox  there,  to  afflict  me  in  a  grievous  Man- 
A  ner  with  feveral  deep  and  large  Ulcers  in  my 
Breaft,  then  with  two  others  on  my  right  Arm  ^ 
after  thefe  followed  five  more  on  my  left  Shoulder  • 
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and  iaftly,  five  others  on  my  left  Arm;  whereby 
I  was  depriv’d  of  the  Ufe  of  both  Arms  and-Hands, 
being  alfo  fo  extreatn  weak  and  lame,  that  I  could 
neither  go  nor  help  my  felf,  I  had  all  the  Advice 
and  Medicines  that  were  poffible,  particularly  was 
under  a  Courfeof  Salivation  feven  Weeks.  But  thole 
things  having  no  EffeCt  upon  me,  I  was  remov’d 
from5  thence  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hofpital ;  but  meeting 
with  no  Advantage,  and  being  difcharged  Incurable, 
I  was,  by  my  Friends,  then  brought  to  Mr.  Vickers, 
a  Clergyman,  in  Shethcurn-lane ,  Lombard- (l net,  No¬ 
vember  29,  1706.  who,  beyond  his  own,  and  all 
other  People’s  Expectations,  ( God  be  praifed  ) 
wrought  a  perfect  and  complete  Cure  on  me,  be¬ 
ing  now  as  found  and  healthy  as  any  other  Perfon 
whatsoever.  I  lodge  at  a  Shoe-maker’s  (Mr-  William 
Brooks')  next  Door  to  the  Crofs-keys  Inn  in  Grace- 
Church-Street  5  where  may  be  feen  much  more  of  this 
Cure  than  is  here  related  by  me, 

Charles  Welch , 

N-  B.  The  Barents  of  Charles  Welch  are  fince  re¬ 
moved  to  Mrs.  Huningtonh  a  Stuff-fhop,  the  Sign 
of  the  Feathers,  againfi  the  Crofs-keys  Inn,  Grace- 
Church-Street. 

IJofepb  Yiercy,  next  Door  to  the  Golden  Lion  in 
ChifwelTStreet,.  having  a  Child  extreamly  afflicted 
with  a  white  Swelling  in  one  of  her  Knees,  which 
had  fo  difabied  her,  that  (lie  could  neither  Hand  nor 
go ;  but  by  God’s  Blefiing,  and  thofe  Means  Mr. 
Vickers  applied,  (he  was,  in  the  Year  171:5,  perfect¬ 
ly  Cured,  and  alfo  reftored  to  the  Ufe  of  her 
Limbs,  fince  which  Time,  no  Sign  of  Relapfe,  or 
Appearance  of  the  Humour,  hath  been  feen  about 

her.  Witnefs  my  Hand,  :  ft. 

Jofsph  Peircy. 

'  A 
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A  Young  Man  having  many  hard  Swellings, 
with  fome  Ulcers  under  each  Jaw,  was  like- 
wife  Cured.  The  Truth  whereof  may  be  known  at 
Mr.  Colfion' s,  a  Toy-lhop,  agaioft  the  Royal  Exchange , 
Cornhill. 

’  v  '  ’  ‘  *  •  *  >■  ■ 

A  Child  almoft  Blind  with  a  Humour  in  his  Eyes, 
having  alfo  a  large  Ulcer  above  one  of  his 
Eye-lids,  with  feme  other  Breakings-out  in  his  Head 
and  Nofe,  was  likewife  cured.  The  Truth  whereof 
may  be  known  at  Mr,  Steel's  againft  Grange -Courts 
Little  Lincoins-Inn~Fisids v 

MRS.  Thomas's  Child,  who  was  dark  of  both 
Eyes  with  a  (harp  Humour,  was  likewife  re- 
fiored  to  her  perfedl  Sight,  as  may  be  ieen  at  her 
Houfe  in  Northumberland-  Alley ,  Fen  church-  S  t  m  t. 


MR.  Lambeth,  Field-keeper,  at  the  Angel- Inn,  in 
Ijltngton ,  whofe  Daughter  was  blind  of  both 
Eyes,  and  likewife  affli&ed  with  feme  running  Sores 
in  one  of  her  Arms,  was  Cured  many  Years  ago. 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Vickers  in  Sherboum-Lane , 

Lombard- Street. 

SIR, 

IT  Send  this  to  acquaint  you,  that  my  Daughter,  who  was 
j[  Blind  of  both  Eyes  federal  Months ,  is  now ,  by  God^s 
BleJJing,  and  thofe  Medicines  you  fent  me,  perfectly  reco¬ 
ver’d  :  She  can  fee  to  Read,  Write,  and  to  Thread  the 
fineft  Needle  without  the  leafi  Trouble  or  Concern .  I  pray 
God  toblefs  your  Endeavours  for  the  Benefit  of  others,  as  he 
hath  done  for  mine ,  who  ant,  Tour  mofi  obliged  Friend  and 
Servant , 

SSanftead,  Feb.  4. 1716-17, 

'  Hertfordfhire,  John  Traherne, 

G  z  A 
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r  A  about  1 6  Months  Old,  having  a  violent 

jT\.  Humour  in  one  of  his  Knees,  which  had  dis¬ 
located  the  Joint,  whereby  the  Child  was  difabled 
from  any  Ufe  of  that  Limb,  is  now  perfe&ly  Cured, 
the  faid  Child  being  able  to  ftand,  walk,  and  go,  as 
other  Children  do.  The  Truth  whereof  may  be 
feen  at  Mr.  Strong* s  Houfe  againft  Wood's-Clofe ,  the 
upper-end  of  St.  John's- (l rest,  whofe  Parents  will  (hew 
che  Child  to  any  Perfon  defirous  of  that  Satisfaction. 

APerfors  of  Quality’s  Child,  feven  Years  Old, 
whole  Sight  of  both  Eyes  were  for  feveral 
Months  almoft  extinCi,  with  a  violent  Defluxion  of 
Rheum,  and  whofe  Nofe  and  upper  Lip  was  alfo  ex- 
creamly  fwell  d  with  the  fame  Humour,  is  now  per¬ 
fectly  Cured  :  The  Truth  whereof  fhall  be  mani- 
fefted  to  any  one  defirous  of  that  Satisfa&ion. 

Reverend  Sir, 

J  Hope  you  are  in  good  Health .  I  jhould  he  glad  to  fee 
you  at  Halftead.  My  Son ,  through  God's  Bl effing  and 
your  Endeavours ,  is  very  well :  He  hath  no  Kernels  in  his 
Heck  ;  his  Eyes  have  not  been  fore  a  long  time%  and  his 
Sighs,  j  cows  to  he  as  good  as  ever*  There  is  wonderful 
Notice  taken ,  in  t&efe  Parts ,  of  your  Succefs.  Mr.  Mor- 
iey,  asked  kindly  after  you  the  other  Hay*  Ton  way  a  (fare 
yourfelf  I  frail  not  he  vs  anting  to  manifeft  your  j  u ft  Praifes 
and  Commendations  to  all  People »  My  Wife  and  Son  give 
their  Services  to  you  *  Jo  praying  God  to  Blefs  your  ccite** 
tons  Defigns  for  all  Mankind ,  I  reft, 

Tour  humble  Servant , 

jmy,  1710.  William  Holdman. 

JiARS.  Mary  Gold,  lodging  at  a  Thread-Shop  a~ 
J.  gainil  tne  Pump  in  C hancery- Lane,  having 
from  her  Infancy  been  much  troubled  with  fore  and 
eak  Eyes ;  alfo  with  a  violent  Humour  in  her  Nofe 
upper-Lip,  was  Cured  by  Wickers  ^  the  Truth 

whereof 
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whereof  fhe  will  own  to  any  Perfon  defirous  of  that 
Satisfaction. 

Flaxmav,  a  Collar-maker’s  Daughter,  about 
1 8  Years  of  Age,  living  in  Kingfey ,  Buckingbam- 
jhire,  fhe  was  afflicted  from  her  Cradle  with  a  violent 
Inflammation  and  Fluxion  in  both  her  Eyes ;  her 
Sight  alfo  much  obfcured  with  large  Specks,  her  Face, 
Iveck  and  Snoulders  much  diftemper’d  with  the  fame 
Humour;  together  with  fome  other Illneffes  com¬ 
mon  to  her  Sex :  The  Reverend  Mr.  Hoskins,  Mini- 
uer  of  the  Place,  importuned  my  Help  for  her  Re¬ 
lief,  whom  I  did  Affift,  and  it  pleafed  God  that  in  two 
Months  I  Cured  her  fo  perfectly,  that  her  Diflemper 
rath  not  appeared  thefe  eleven  Years. 

Reverend  Sir, 

A7°  Wednefday  Night  laft,  J  faw  your 

Fatient,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gilfon,  who  not  only  looks 
bm  be?  Eyes  {to  all  appearance)  are  as  well  now  as 
mine :  She  can  fee  to  work  with  her  Needle ,  without  any 
O fence  or  Trouble.  We  have  a  poor  Woman  in  the  Town 
about  40  Years  of  Age,  troubled  with  the  fame  Diflemper 
from  her  Cradle  ;  if  you  can  do  her  any  good ,  pray  let  me 

anow  by  the  next  Pcft,  which  will  oblige  your  aditred 
Friend  and  Servant , 

Re  dr  or  of  Wefl-Wickham,  Cam- 

bridgejhire,  December  2. 1710.  Allington  Harrifon. 


N-T.  Meeting  with  Mrs.  Gilfon  s  Father  at  Lynton 
f?1:  4-  1718,  he  then  told  me,  his  Daughter,  m' 
Patient,  was  Married  ;  that  fhe  had  two  fine  Chit 
ren  nving,  without  the  leaftSign  or  Appearano 
of  any  Hereditary  Contagion* 
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To  the  Reverend  Mr  .Vickers,  In  Sherhurn-Lane , 

Lombard- Street. 

SIR, 

1  Received  yours,  and  Should  be  glad  to  have  leen 
you  at  Aidford  j  but  as  the  Length  of  the  Journey 
prevents  your  viflting  me,  fo  it  does  my  waiting  on 
you  at  prefent-  I  have  found  every  thing  you  fent 
me,  fucceed  according  to  your  Fredi&ions,  and  ex¬ 
ceed  ftho’  not  my  Hopes  yet)  my  Expe&ations.  I 
could  not  have  thought  1  ftiould  have  received  fo 
much  Benefit  in  fo  ihort  a  Time:  I  am  now  (bieffed 
be  God)  wholly  atEafe.  My  Ulcers  are  healed  up, 
and  the  Swellings  in  my  Legs  totally  affwaged  :  And 
whereas  before  1  could  not  let  my  Feet  to  the  Ground, 
nor  ft  and  nor  go  without  Crutches  or  Staff,  I  can 
now  walk  Miles  without  either.  A  more  deplorable 
Cripple  could  not  be  feen  in  either  of  your  London 
Hofpitals  than  I  was.  I  hope  in  a  Fortnights  Time 
to  return  to  College.  You  have  my  Leave  to  com¬ 
municate  this  Cure,  my  Name,  and  Habitation,  to 
whom  yon  pieaie  \  and  I  pray  God  to  prolong  your 
Days,  and  make  you  the  happy  Inftrument  of  doing 
good  to  others,  who  labour  under  the  fame  AfflidlF 
on s.  So  I  reft. 

Your  moft  obliged  humble  Servant, 

Long- Adel  ford  ^  Suffolk,  ?  * 


Reverend  Sir, 

rHI  S  comet  to  acquaint  you,  that  my  Lyes  are  now. 

perfectly  well9  ever  fince  1  left  London  ^  fo  t  hope  there 
is  no  occafionfor  a  frefh  Supply  of  your  Medicines.  1  have 
fotnc  Thoughts  of  going  to  the  Bath  with  a  Relation  ;  I 
therefore  defire  your  Opinion  if  I  may  Bathe ,  or  only  drink 
the  Waters  ;  what  you  Advife,  I  will  punBually  Objerve.^ 
I  have  alfo  another  Favour  to  ask  of  you ;  A  Friend  of 
wine  feeing  your  Companion  to  the  Altar,  &c.  (a 
Jffook  much  admir'd  in  thtje  Parts  )  would  have,  you  to  fend 
down  a  Dozen  and  Hoff  by  the  fir  ft  Return  of  our  Carrier  a 

who 


(  47  ) 

who  Iks  at  the  Rofe-Inn,  at  Holborn-Bridge.’  So  with 
purse,  and  Sifter  s  Services ,  I  am  yours7 

M.  M. 


S  I  R, 

I  Am  a  poor  Woman  of  this  place,  and  have  a 
Daughter  which  hath  been  under  feveral  Sur¬ 
geons  Hands,  for  a  large  hard  Swelling  in  one  of 
her  Elbows,  which  hath  contracted  the  Joint,  that 
Ihe  cannot  extend  her  Arm,  attended  with  confider- 
able  Pain  and  Anguifh  :  If  you  can  do  her  any  good* 
Ihe  (hall  come  up,  and  I  will  requite  you  for  all  your 
Care  and  Trouble,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  Power. 
Buntingford ,  Hertford -  Your  humble  Servant* 

(hire,  Feb*  26.  1716.  Ann  Hall: 

N.  B.  What  Succefs  I  had  with  this  young  Woman  ;  how 
fir  ait  and  found  her  Arm  is ,  1  appeal  to  the  whole  Town 
of  Buntingford. 

MRS.  Pollard,  a  Glover's  Wife  in  Coventry ,  file 
had  been  afflicted  many  Years  ( from  her 
Child-hood,)  with  a  Leprous  Humour  in  her  Neck, 
Arms,  Thighs,  and  Legs  5  for  the  Cure  whereof  file 
had  taken  great  Quantities  of  Wood-Drinks  and  Mer- 
€urial  Purges,  without  any  Effed.  June  the  6th,  171  s'. 
I  gave  her  Diredions  for  Diet,  with  Prefcriptions, 
which  fhe  followed  for  about  a  Month,  or  fix  Weeks, 
which  effected  her  Cure.  She  hath  had  a  fine  Child 
fince,  without  the*  leaft  Signor  Appearance  of  any 
Hereditary  Contagion. 

S  I  R, 

Since  with  God’s  Bleffing,  and  thofe  Prefcriptions 
you  advifed,  I  am  now  cured  of  a  grievous  Di- 
ftemper,  under  which  I  had  laboured  many  Years,;  I 
think  my  feif  obliged  to  do  you  what  Services  I  am 
able.  The  Bearer  hereof  is  a  Gentlewoman  of  my 
Parifh,  whofe  Difeafe  hath  defeated  the  Care  and 

Skill 
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Skill  of  moft  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  in  thefe  Parts : 
She  is  a  Mother  of  many  Children,  whofe  Lofs 
Would  be  a  confiderable  Misfortune  to  the  Family. 
This  is  the  firft  Opportunity  I  have  met  withal,  of 
recommending  you ;  may  God  Almighty  profper 
your  Endeavours  for  her  Sake  and  the  Good  of  o- 
thers,  is  the  earneft  Prayer  of  your  moft  obliged 
Friend  and  Brother  in  Office, 

Chipping  *  Norton  in  Oxford -  Samuel  Story* 

fhire,  Jan .  I*.  17 1 6-17* 

'Reverend  Sir , 

1  Received  yours,  which  I  fent  to  the  young  Lady 
your  Patient,  who  now,  bleffed  be  God,  is  very 
well  recover’d  of  her  Diftemper,  and  hopes  fhe  may 
continue  fo:  But  ifotherwife,  you  fliail  hear  the  firft 
Poft.  The  Lady  gives  herTtianks  and  humble  Service 
to  you  \  and  fo  doth  your  moft  obliged  humble  Ser¬ 
vant, 

Re&or  of  Hickling ,  George  Fifher * 

Nottinghamshire* 

MRS.  Eliz,, Wicks,  of  St.  Edmond’s- Bury,  who  for 
two  Years  was  dark  of  both  Eyes,  with  ex* 
ceffive  Pain  in  her  Stomach,  was,  in  the  Year  1710, 
reftored  to  the  perfect  Sight  of  both  Eyes  ( enjoying 
the  fame  ever  fincej  by  Mr.  Vickers ;  the  Truth 
whereof,  Mr.  James  Wicks ,  her  Brother,  will  atteft, 
living  at  the  Sign  of  the  Grey- hound,  a  Sadler’s  Shop5 
the  Corner  of  Column-Street ,  in  Fe?icburch- Street* 

SIR, 

IF  you  remember,.  Sept .  15.  1714.  I  wrote  to  you 
concerning  a  Child  of  mine,  a  Boy,  about  fix 
Years  of  Age,  extreamly  afflicted  with  a  fharp  cor¬ 
roding  Humour  in  his  Head,  Neck,  Eyes,  Nofe,  and 
Lips ;  you  were  then  pleafed  to  prefer ibe  him  Me¬ 
dicines,  with  Directions,  and  I  do  affine  you,  with 
God’s  Bleffing,  in  two  Months  Time,  they  had  fuch  ;j 

an 
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an  Effedr,  the  Child  was  as  well  as  any  other  in  the 
Parifh,  and  hath  continued  fo  (God  be  praifedj  to 
this  very  Writing*  If  this  Account  will  do  you  any 
Service,  make  what  ufe  thereof  you  pleafe.  I  am. 
Sir, 

Your  moft  obliged  humble  Servant, 
Thiftle7Vorth%  Jan. 

4.  1717.  John  Fathers, 

To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Vickers ,  in  Sherbourn-Laney 


London , 


Reverend  Sir , 

THE  Xmpofthume  in  the  Head  of  your  poor  Pa-" 
tient,  Sarah  Green,  did  break  the  laft  Week  : 
She  fince  finds  herfelf  much  better,  and  can  move 
her  Arms  with  eafe }  her  Sores  elfewhere  are 
likewife  healed,  and  her  Swellings  alfo  are  af- 
fwaged.  She  defires  to  know,  if  the  may  continue 
the  Ufe  of  thofe  Means  you  have  advifed  9  or  whe~ 
ther  Ihe  may  difcontinue.  Your  fpeedy  Anfwer  will 
oblige  your  humble  Servant,  and  Brother  in  Office, 

April  9.  1708.  tJdfichael Stanhope, 


S  I  R 


ITH  unfpeakable  Joy  I  congratulate  you  with 


V  Y  the  good  News  of  my  Son’s  Cure,  attained, 
by  the  Bleffing  of  God,  and  thofe  Means  you  ad-* 
vifed.  I  forbore  Writing  till  the  Spring  and  Fall  were 
over,  for  fear  of  a  Relapfe,  which,  I  thank  God,  I 
have  no  Reafon  to  fufped:.  I  intend  to  be  in  Lon¬ 
don  within  a  few  Weeks,  to  wait  on  you  my  felfi 
Mr.  Jones,  the  Child’s  Apothecary,  gives  his  humble 
Service  to  you,  and  alfo  our  Vicar.  God  Almighty 
make  me  Thankful,  and  Blefs  your  Endeavours  for 
the  Good  of  others,  as  he  hath  done  for  mine  :  So 
I  reft  your  moft  obliged  Friend  and  Servant, 


S(p".  9.  1716. 


Mary  Williams] 

fk 
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A  Gentleman’s  Daughter  in  Bedford- Row y  near 
Grays-Inn ,  very  much  troubled  with  a  fharp 
Humour  in  both  her  Eyes,  upon  whom  all  the  com- 
mon  Methods,  in  fuch  Cafes,  had  been  tryed  with¬ 
out  any  Succefs;  But  by  the  Application  of  thofe 
Means  I  advifed,  in  14  Days  file  found  fo  much  Ad¬ 
vantage,  flie  could  bear  the  Light  of  the  Sun  and 
Fire  without  Offence;  and  in  lefs  than  two  Months, 
her  Eyes  were  as  well  as  any  in  the  Family.  I  do 
not  mention  her  Name,  but  divers  People,  whom  I 
fent  to  enquire  of  her  Parents,' have  received  full  Sa^ 
tisfadtion. 

DR,  Brails  ford,  prefent  Dean  of  Wells,  recom¬ 
mended  a  young  Gentleman  to  me  from  St. 
Johns  College  in  Cambridge ,  with  a  large  hard  Swel¬ 
ling  in  one  of  his  Elbows.  The  Humour,  or  ( rather 
the  Application  of  two  Caufticksj  had  deprived  him 
of  theUfeof  that  Joint,  that  he  could  not  extend 
his  Arm  ;  with  a  Fomentation,  ( which  I  advifed) 
applied  Morning -and  Evening,  his  Swelling  was 
afl  waged,  and  afterwards  with  other  Means,  his  con¬ 
tracted  joint  was  reduced  to  its  natural  Straitnefs  and 
Ufe :  A  Benefit  I  could  not  promife  ;  and  as  ill  re¬ 
quited. 

•  ,\r  -  -"a  : 

s  :  v  'v 

MR.  T cmingSy  at  the  Black- Boy  and  Still ,  near 
Shoreditch  Church,  recommended  a  Youth  to 
me,  much  diftempered  in  his  Eyes,  with  a  fiiarp  Hu¬ 
mour,  and  Fluxion  of  Rheum,  who,  in  two  Months 
Time,  by  the  Application  of  thofe  Medicines  I  di¬ 
rected,  was  per  fed  ly  recover’d.  The  young  Man  is 
now  an  Apprentice  to  a  Diftiiler  in  Bi{bopfgate-ftreet 9 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Trice ,  School-Maffer  of  Stoke - 
Namngton,  was  an  Eye-Witnefs  of  this  PerfonY 
Cure. 

A  Pradidoner  in  Phyfick,  of  good  Bufmefs  and 
Repute,  about  ;o  Miles  diftant  from  London,  was 

’  pleafeci 
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pleafed  to  communicate  the  following  Cafe  to  me* 
Jan .  19.  1707. 

SIR 

IT’s  my  Misfortune  to  have  been  affli&ed  with  the 
King’s  Evil  very  near  twenty  Years.  The  nrit 
Appearance  was  a  large  Tumour  on  my  llngn^ 
which  broke  and  run  ;  feveral  ftnail  Pieces  of  Bone 
came  away  with  little  or  no  Pain,  except  at  the  Times 
of  Dreffing.  Next  followed  another  fuch  like  Tu~ 
mour,  with  a  throbbing  Pain  in  the  Inguen  of  the 
fame  Thigh,  which  was  open’d  with  a  Caujhck,  and 
in  about  half  a  Year  feemed  to  be  well ;  but  after¬ 
wards,  the  Humour  breaking  out  a-frefh,  I  felt  s 
Pain  hardly  tolerable,  having  little  or  no  Reft  Night 
nor  Day,  without  Anodynes ;  for  the  Cure  whereof  I 
pafs’d  thro’ a  Courfe  of .  Salivation,  which  did  nei¬ 
ther  check  nor  alter  the  Courfe  ot  the  Humours  £ 
but  afterwards,  feveral  fcrofulous  Kernels  appearing 
in  the  I  was  under  dunial  Confter 

nations,  and  not  knowing  what  to  do,  1  betook  my 
felf  unco  the  habitual  Ufe  of  a  Diet-drink  made  of 
the  Woods,  with  Lime  Water,  which  after  long  Ex¬ 
perience,  prov’d  as  ufelefs  as  all  my  other  Applica¬ 
tions.  If  therefore,  you  can  do  me  any  Service,  1 
will  generoufly  gratify  your  Endeavours,  and  like- 
wife  make  you  Amends  by  many  other  Recommen¬ 
dations.  i  am,  SIR,  your  humble  Servant, 

R.  W. 

\ 

What  Succefs  my  Method  of  Cure  had  upon  this 
Gentleman,  his  own  Words,  in  the  following  Letter, 

will  teflify, 

R  ever  end  Sir,  . 

I  Deferred  Writing  to  you,  to  fee  it  the  Happinels 
I  now  enjoy  by  your  Medicinal  Advice,  was  Hke 
to'  laft-  I  thank  God  I  have  been  well,  and  tree 

Q  z  ftora 
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trom  any  Symptom  of  my  former  Humour,  above 
thele  four  Months,  and  therefore  will  not  trouble 
you  till  the  next  Spring,  if  occafion  be,  which  I  hope 
The  next  Ivlonth  I  intend  to  be  in  London ,  to 
pay  you  my  Refpe&s  and  hearty  Acknowledgments, 
for  thole  great  Services  you  have  done  for  me. 

Your  moft  obliged  humble  Servant, 
Roche fter,  Nov.  3.  pt  \p\ 

1707. 

A  Gentleman  of  a  very  good  Family,  affii&ed 
with  this  Diftemper  16  Years,  had  feveral  large 
and  deep  Ulcers  in  one  of  his  Arms,  above  the  Elbow- 
Joint  *  and  likewife  one  large  Ulcer  on  each  Shin¬ 
bone  :  His  plentiful  Fortune  had  commanded  all  the 
Help  and  Affiftance  for  his  Cure  this  Kingdom  af¬ 
forded  ;  infomuch,  that  hardly  a  Man  eminent  ei¬ 
ther  in  Thjifck  or  Surgery  efcaped  him.  An  Acquain¬ 
tance  of  mine  told  feme  of  his  Relations  of  my  Sue- 
cels,  with  feveral  People  whom  thev  knew  to  be 
cured  by  me.  But  ail  availed  nothing,  himfelf  and 
Relations  alledging,  that  if  thofe  great  Men,  with 
whom  they  had  already  advifed,  could  not  cure  him 
they  could  not  believe  me  capable  of  doing  him  any 
Service.  Sometime  after,  the  Gentleman  fends  for 
me,  defiring  that  he  might  have  my  Specifick  Remedy 
to  take  inwardly,  with  all  thofe  other  neceffary  In- 
nr  unions  I  judg  d  conducive  to  his  Cure,  except  the 
Drefimg  of  his|  Sores,  which  he  faid  were  then 
under  the  Care  and  Management  of  fo  confiderable 
an  A r tilt,  as  the  Serjeant  Surgeon,  that,  without  his 
Cement,  he  was  not  willing  to  truft  me  with  any 
outward  Applications.^  I  anfwered,  1  muft  do  both 
or  none  •  and  upon  this  we  parted,  without  any  Ex¬ 
piations,  on  my  Side,  to  fee  or  hear  more  of  him  ; 
pur  after  a  few  Days  theGentleman  came  again,  and 
jaid  he  had  obtain’d I.eave  forme  to  undertake  both. 

•  be£unhiS  Cure  in  Afril  1709.  my  felf  drefimg  his 

Ulcers . 
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Ulcers  every  Morning  with  my  Specifics  Cerecloth 
and  Ointment,  and  obliging  him  to  drink  every  Day, 
at  lead  three  Pints  of  my  Specifick  Liquor.  In  a 
Months  time,  thofe  foul  Bones,  which  himfelf  and 
Friends  feared  I  had  not  Judgment  fufficient  to  deal 
with,  drop’d  out  one  Morning,  when  I  took  off  his 
Dreffings,  and  by  the  following  September,  he  had 
not  one  Sore  or  Symptom  of  the  Evil  about  him. 
After  his  Cure  was  finifiied,  he  went  a  Journey  on 
Horfe-back  300  Miles,  and  I  have  heard  no  Com¬ 
plaints  of  any  Relapfe. 

A  Gentleman  living  in  IJllngton ,  brought  his  only 
Son  to  me,  April  the  10th,  1711.  a  fadder  Crip¬ 
ple  I  am  confident  could  not  be  found  in  any  of  our 
Hofpitals  than  this  Child  was  when  I  began  his  Cure  ? 
few  People,  but  thofe  who  knew  him,  will  credit  his 
miferable  Condition,  were  I  to  relate  it  at  large,  but 
now  ( thanks  be  to  God)  I  may  venture  to  challenge 
the  whole  County  to  fhew  a  founder,  healthier 
young  Gentleman  than  he  is.  .  ^ 

REturning  from  Weftminfter ,  a  young  Fellow  at 
the  Horfe- Guards  offered  to  carry  me  Home  in 
his  Hackney-Coach  gratis  •  furprized  with  the  Man's 
Civility,  I  ask’d  the  Fellow  the  reafon  of  his  kind 
Offer,  who  faid  it  was  in  return  (tho’  a  poor  one) 
for  Curing  him  of  the  Kings  Evil ,  the  Tokens  where¬ 
of  he  (hewed  by  many  Scars  in  his  Face.  For  my  own 
part,  I  don’t  remember  the  Man  was  ever  in  my 
Hands,  but  his  Name  is  Richard  Robarts ,  living  (as 
he  tells  me)  in  the  Coach-yard,  Katherine  Wheel- 
Alley,  Wefi-fmithfield. 

MRS  -Edwards,  who  keeps  a  Fruiterers-Shop  a- 
gainft  the  Church  in  Greenwich ,  had  her  Son 
a rh idled  with  a  Scurvy  hard  Swelling  under  one  of 
Ins  Ears,  whofe  Conftitution  was  none  of  the  heft. 
How  the  inward  Application  of  this  Specifick  P.eme- 

dy 
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if  fiiould  bring  this  Tumour  to  a  fpeedy  MaturatioiJ, 
I  do  not  pretend  to  account  for,  but  fo  it  is,  the 
Child  had  not  taken  of  the  Remedy  above  a  Month, 
but  his  Swelling  broke,  run,  and  difcharged  it  felf, 
and  then  healed  without  any  other  trouble. 

A  Woman,  a  Nurfe  to  a  Ward  in  one  of  our 
Hofpitals,  brought  her  Son  to  me  for  the  Cure 
of  the  King's  Evil  in  his  Face  and  elfewhere,  at 
which  I  was  much  furprized,  confidering  the  Help 
upon  caller  Terms  (he  might  get  for  her  Son  among 
thofe  knowing  Phyficians  belonging  to  her  Houfe, 
her  Importunity  prevailed  with  me  to  undertake  his 
Cure,  which  I  did,  with  God’s  Help,  accomplifh  in 
feven  Months,  the  young  Man  now  works  Journey- 
work  with  an  Upholfterer  in  Fleet- flreet,  ready  upon 
the  leaft  Intimation  to  vouch  the  Truth  of  my  Succefs. 

A  Gentlewoman  in  Weft-SmithfUld  finding  the 
great  Advantage  the  laid  mentioned  young 
Man  had  received  from  my  Applications,  ffie  con- 
fulted  me  for  the  Cure  of  a  Scalding,  fretting  Hu¬ 
mour  in  herFace,  Neck,  and  Shoulders,  which  had 
troubled  her  many  Years.  I  advifed.  her  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  to  forbear  her  Purging,  Vomiting,  Bleeding, 
and  Biiftering,  and  only  to  take  the  Specif ck  Drops, 
and  Powder  in  her  common  Table-drink.  I  forbear 
faying  any  thing  of  the  good  fhe  found,  fhe  will 
give  the  beft  Account  to  any  Perlon  whom  I  (hall 
tend  to  enquire  of  her. 

A  Gentleman’s  Son  living  in  Greenwich ,  had  a 
very  large  Tumour  on  his  Knee,  which  had 
contra&ed  the  Joint  that  he  could  not  fee  his  Foot 
to  the  Ground,  which  was  taken  for  a  white  Swel¬ 
ling,  befides  Corns  Breakings  out  elfewhere  ;  his  Fa¬ 
ther  confuited  me  May  29,  1711*  vvnat  mySucceis 
was  in  this  difficult  Cafe,  I  have  Leave  from  his  Ho¬ 
nourable  Parents  to  refer  to  them,  any  Perlon  defirous 
of  that  Satisfaction*  '  SI  Rj. 

s  •  -•  •  \  u.  •  < 


SIR 

YOUR  little  Patient  read  your  Letter  with  great 
Satisfaction  ;  the  Child,  I  blefs  God,  is  hearty 
and  well,  grown  very  fit,  ahd  goes  without  her 
Irons  and  Stick,  neither  hath  (he  any  Sores  about  her, 

I  had  a  Mind  to  have  the  Opinion  of  two  Phyficians, 
and  both  conclude,  the  Child  hath  not  now  any 
Symptoms  of  the  Evil  about  her.  I  am  truly  youc 
Friend  and  humble  Servant, 

K .  C. 

y  *  *ir 

■  a  Young  Gentlewoman,  living  •  in  St.  Albaik  m 
Hertfordshire,  came  to  my  Houfe  Sip*  10. 1716. 
She  had  fotne  Swellings  on  both  Sides  her  Neck,  and 
a  filthy  Humour  continually  iffuing  from  her  Noftrik, 
She  declared  an  utter  Abhorrence  of  any  kind  of 
Phyfick,  rather  chufing  to  trull  Providence,  than  to 
undergo  any  of  thofe  former  Troubles  and  Fatigues, 
flie  had  been  treated  with  1  I  affured  her  my  Method 
of  Cure  would  neither  give  her  Trouble  nor  Con¬ 
finement.  Upon  this  Conxion  file  was  willing  to 
take  the  Spcifck  Remedy  in  common  Aftble-Dfinkj 
which  had  fo  good  Effe^,  that  the  f  lux  of  Matter 
running  from  her  Noftrils  ceafed  in  a  Month  s  Time, 
and  her  other  Swellings,  by  the  end  of  the  fecond 
Month,  were  all  affwaged  and  gone ;  neither  can  I 
learn,  after  many  Enquiries  that  fince  her  Recovery 
fte  hath  had  the  ieaft  Relapfe.  Her  fpeedy  Succefs 
under  my  Hands  encouraged  divers  other  People  ip 
thofe  Parts,  afflifted  with  the  fame  Diftemper  to  try 
the  like  Means  ;  and  (I  thank  GodJ  to  their  Con¬ 
tent  and  Satisfaction. 

Qdrmtel  Cook  a  Jeweller,  applied  himfelf  to  me, 
^  Sep.  ;i.  1713.  for  the  Cure  of  his  Left  Elbow,  ; 
and  the  Fore  Finger  of  his  Left  Hand,  the  Elbow- 
Joint  was  fo  hard  and  extreamly  lwelled,  an  eminent 

Surgeon  of  this  City  did  affirm  no  Cure  could  be 

had 


fiad  without  Amputation ,  the  Joint  Hkewife  was  fo 
comra&ed,  that  to  fave  his  Life  he  could  not  extend 
It.  Under  thefe  unhappy  Circumftances  I  did  un¬ 
dertake  his  Recovery  3  what  my  Succefs  was,  let  any 
one  (the  young  Man  being  fince  removed  to  Banbury') 
enquire  of  his  Brother  Tbo.Cook  a  Jeweller,  next 
Door  to  the  Half-Moon  Tavern,  Cheapfide  •  a  greater 
Cure,  I  dare  appeal  to  all  Mankind,  hath  not  been 
wrought  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality  thefe  twenty 
Years. 

Loving  Friend , 

IT's  three  Weeks  fince  my  little  Boy  begun  to  take 
the  Drops  and  Powders,  fenc  us  by  William 
Vickers,  a  Clergy-man ;  fo  I  thought  aiy  felf  obli¬ 
ged  to  let  thee  know  what  effed  they  have  had  in  this 
time.  When  my  Child  begun  to  take  thefe  Medi¬ 
cines,  his  Face  and  Lips  were  extreamly  fwelled,  his 
Eyes  almoft  dark,  little  or  no  Sight  appearing ;  but 
now,  thro’ Mercy,  his  fwelled  Face  and  Lips  are  re¬ 
duced  to  their  natural  State  3  he  never  complains 
now  of  any  Sorenefs  or  Uneafinefs  in  his  Eyes,  tho’ 
heretofore  at  times  of  intolerable  Pains.  What  he 
eats  now  is  with  an  Appetite,  and  his  Body  in  very 
good  Order,  tho’  he  hath  taken  no  Phyfick  fince  he 
begun  with  the  Dodtor.  He  ufed  conftancly  to  hide 
himfelf  in  fome  dark  place  with  his  Face  on  a  Pillow, 
but  now  all  Day  long  runs  about  playing  with  one 
thing  or  other.  He  can't  yet  open  his  EYE-lids,  but 
the  Doctor  writes  we  word,  as  the  Humour  abates 
they  will  open  of  Courfe,  whereof  I  have  great 
Hopes  it  may  be  fo,  for  I  could  not  have  thought  fo 
great  an  Alteration  in  fo  (hort  a  time  could  have  been. 
The  Child  hath  not  been  fo  hearty  and  eafy  this  three 
Quarters  of  a  Year,  as  he  is  thefe  laft  three  Weeks-  I 
defire,  the  firit  convenient  Opportunity  after  this 
comes  to  hand,  thou  go  and  drink  a  Bortle  of  Wine 
with  the  Do&or,  and  give  my  kind  Refpe&s  to  him, 
letting  him  know  alfo  we  have  no  Powders,  nor 
i .  \  fgarcely 
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fcarcely  any  Drops  left-  All  thy  Friends  here  are 
good  Health  ;  To  concludes  thy  very  Loving,  and 
much  obliged  Friend, 

York  City,  the  16th 
of  the  6th  Month. 

jinjot her  from  the  fame  Hand* 

York,  the  17th  of  the  10th  Month*' 

Afy  very  iitid  Friend ,  , 

I  Am  greatly  obliged  to  thee  for  the  Regard  thou 
haft  had  for  my  Child’s  Welfare,  which  I  mull  ac¬ 
knowledge  hasbeenvery  great,  and  thy  Endeavours 
have  proved  fuccefsful,  for  which  I  am  truly  than 
ful.  I  know  Theodore  Ecclyfione  very  well  j  but  my 
Child’s  Succefs  is  a  fufficient  Evidence  of  thy  Judg¬ 
ment,  to  any  one  here-away  defirous  to  enquire,  ol 
which  I  (hall  not  be  backward  in  making  publick, 
that  thou  art  a  Man  of  great  Skill  in  this  Difeale  j 

having  already  recommended  thee  unto  fever  at,  par¬ 
ticularly  unto  two  of  our  Friends  this  laft  Week  ;  but 
I  find  fome  are  fo  united  to  this  World,  that  foonef 
than  part  with  a  little  of  its  profs,  tney  will  hug 

about  with  them  a  Body  of  Corruption  to  their  dy¬ 
ing  Day.  I  am,  with  ail  due  Refpeds,  thy  fincere 
Friend,  tho’  unknown,  William  White ,  juts. 

P.  S.  Tour  former  Patient ,  Mrs.  Eliz*  Thompfon  is 

married* 

TJEnry  Sprateley,  a  Corporal  in  Major  General 
Holmes  Regiment  of  Foot-Guards,  amufted  who 
many  deep  and  foul  Ulcers  on  each  fide  his  Throat, 
extending  from  Ear  to  Ear ;  accidentally  meeting 
with  my  Book  at  his  Surgeon’s  Houfe  belonging  to 
his  Regiment,  defired  Leave  to  read  it  over.  After 
which,  the  Man  comes  dire&Iy  to  me,  perfwading 
himfelf,  if  I  would  take  him  in  hand,  with  God  s 
Bleffing,  he  might  get  his  Cure.  I  bid  him  firft  asfe 
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leave  of  Mr.  Wilfon  his  Surgeon,  and  then  he  ffiould 
be  welcome  to  my  Affiftance,  which  he  foon  ob¬ 
tain’d.  Accordingly  I  gave  him  the  Specifick  Liquor 
for  his  conftant  Drink,  and  Dreffings  for  his  Sores, 
with  InOrudions  how  to  apply  them.  Not  hearing 
of  the  Fellow  in  fix  Months,  I  concluded  he  was 
dead,  and  therefore,  the  id  of  February  171$.  I  cal¬ 
led  at  his  Quarters,  the  Cock  and  Hoop ,  the  end  of 
Chancery-Lane  next  Temple-bar ,  where  X  found  the 
Man  in  perfed:  Health,  his  Ulcers  found  and  well; 
for  my  part  I  had  never  feen  a  poor  Fellow  in  a  worfe 
Condition  than  this  Man  was. 

N.  B.  This  Mr .  Wilfon  I  knew  very  well 3  a  Mm  much 
efieemed  for  his  PraBice  and  Proficiency  in  his  own  Hufi- 
nefs,  who  would  often  fay,  He  never  found  theftated 
Methods  of  Phyfick  and  Surgery  available  in  thefe 
flrutnous  Cafes.  Mr.  Serjeant  Wifeman, 
Lib.  2.  p.  239.  whoje  Skill  and  Integrity  cannot  be  quefiio- 

ned ,  declares ,  the  Contumacioufnefs  of 
this  Difeafe  had  not  only  eluded  his  beft  Care  and 
Industry,  but  aifp  feme  of  the  ableft  Phyficians 
and  Surgeons  in  his  Time.  In  the  whole  Art  of 
Surgery,  faith  Dr.  Sprengell,  there  is 
•Chituvgia  Cti-  nothing  more  troublefeme  and  vexa- 
riofa,  p.  8  7.  tious  to  the  Operator  3  infemuch,  that 

after  ail  his  Labour  and  Pains  that  can 
poffibly  be  employed,  and  the  Application  of  the 
moft  approved  Medicines,  yet  it  is  a  very  great 
Rarity  if  he  procures  any  great  Benefit  to  his  Pa¬ 
tient.  Several  old ,  able,  and  experienced  PhyficiMs 
and  Surgeons ,  whom  my  Parents  advifed  with  for  my 
own  Cure,  would  frankly  own  they  never  got  any  Credit 
by  .  meddling  with  this  Difiemper  3  and  therefore  ac¬ 
counted  it  no  real  Injury  to  their  PraBice  for  any  Perfon 
to  free  them  from  that  Trouble .  For  my  own  part ,  1  can 
j&fify  fay ,  nut  one  among  an  hundred  ever  feek  my  Af- 
fi fiance  till  fuch  time  as  they  have  been  tired  out  with 
4  what  are  efieemed  j  the  regular  Helps  of  Phyficians 
and  Surgeons  in  City  and  Country*  A 


;  ( 59 ) 

A  Gentleman  living  at  Chvcrm*  in  Ejfex,  Q Boh 
the  i  ith,  i7i^»  fought  my  Affiftance  ( by 
Friend  of  his  whofe  Son  I  had  curedj  for  the  Relief 
of  his  Daughter  :  The  Humour  was  broke  out  in  her 
Feet,  and  they  much  fweiled  ;  herConfticution.  affix 
was  Hettickj  attended  with  Leannefs  and  a  Coughs 
I  advifed  three  Spoonfuls  of  the  Specifick  Liquor* 
mixed  with  a  Quart  of  Spring-water  for  her  content 
Drink,  and  to  give  her  like  wife,  Morning  and  Nigh 
five  Grains  of  the Specifick  Powder,  made  up  in  Tome 
Sugar  of  Rofes,  and  to  drefs  her  Sores  Evening  and 
Morning  with  the  Specified  Cerecloth.  What  Sue** 
cefs  I  had  in  this  difficult  Cafe,  1  appeal  to  the  Re¬ 
verend  Mr.  Long)  Minifter  of  the  Parifh,  to  the 
Child’s  Parents,  and  to  many  others  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood,  Eye-witneffes  of  her  Weaknefs  and  Re¬ 
covery. 

MRS.  Eflher  Smith,  Chamber-maid  to  a  PhyfT- 
cian’s  Lady  in  this  City,  had  a  Clutter  of 
thefe  Scrofulous  Tumours  on  each  fide  her  Neck, 
Her  Matter,  (he  faid,  had  given  her  abundance  of  Ca¬ 
lomel,  Mercmm  Dutch,  with  feme  Gallons  of  the  De- 
co&ion  of  the  Woods.  But  finding  no  Advantage, 
fhe  defired  my  Affiftance,  provided  l  would  not  let  ic 
be  known  to  the  Family  where  fhe  lived  :  l  told  her 
I  never  mention’d  any  ones  Name  or  Habitation,  if 
defifed  other  wife'.  t  convey’d  my  Remedies,  with 
Directions  to  Her  by  a  fecond  Hand  ,*  and  in  four 
Months  (he  obtained  her  Cure.  The  Swellings 
wafted  away  infenfibly. 

A  Young  Man  in  Fore- ft reet ,  near  Moor- field?, 
came  to  my  Houfe,  lAfril  26.  1710.  with  fe- 
verai  running  Sores  in  his  right  Elbow.  He  wanted 
me  to  promife  him  a  Cure.  I  told  him,  if  he  would 
try  the  fame  Means  as  others  had  done,  he  was  wet- 
come,  -  but  for  Promifes  I  never  made  any-.  He  took 

H  z  K  ?>; 
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of  my  Specific k  Drops,  fifteen  at  a  time,  in  his  com¬ 
mon  Table-drink  thriqe  a  Day,  with  Dreffings  for 
his  Sores,  and  Rules  for  his  Diet.  I  had  no  other 
trouble  but  to  give  him  what  Medicines  he  wanted, 
and  before  Augufiy  he  had  not  one  Sore  or  Swelling 
about  him. 

MRS .Eifiu’ick,  living  at  the  lower  Houfe  but 
one  in  Buckingham  -  Street  ,  York  -  Buildings, 
brought  her  Son  to  me  with  fwelled  Lips,  and  a  (harp 
Humour  in  both  his  Eyes,  which  had  troubled  the 
young  Man  almoft  from  his  Cradle.  The  Gentle¬ 
woman  was  a  Pesfon  of  Chara&er  and  Subftance, 
and  had  fpared  no  Lxpences  for  her  Son’s  Good.  For 
my  parr,  I  law  no  occafion  for  Medicine  *  the  re¬ 
moving  an  ill  Habit  the  Boy  had  contra&ed,  I 
thought  might  do  the  Bufinefs,  which  I  advifed  }  and 
therewith  difperfed  the  Humour  from  his  Lips  and 
Eyes,  nor  can  I  hear  of  any  Relapfe  fince  1710. 

f  A  Gentleman’s  Child,  much  affli&ed  with  this 
JljL  Brumous  Humour,  was  put  under  my  Care 
for  her  Cure,  Aug,  1 6,  1716.  in  one  of  her  Knees 
file  had  a  foul  LTicer,  which  perforated  the  Bone, 
t  hr  earning,  in  a  fbort  time,  a  total  Deprivation  of  its 
Ule.  Her  other  Sores  and  Swellings  were  not  near 
fo  Dad.  The  Child,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Air ,  was 
lodged  at  Edmonton ,  where  I  attended  her  three 
quarters  of  a  Year  before  her  Cure  was  perfected ; 
of  whom  l  may  venture  to  affirm,  without  the  lead 
colour  ol  Oftentation,  there  is  not  a  finer  young 
Woman  in  that  Parifti  than  fhe  is  j  her  Parents  not 
fcrupling,  upon  the  lead  Intimation,  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  publiokly  the  great  Service  I  have  done  their 
Chiid. 

X*  B.  7*^1  fame  year,  and  / ;  h. c v ’ Ifc  In  the  fame  Parlflj,  I 
cored  three  other  Gentlemens  Children,  and  a  fourth  at 
Enfield. 

A. 
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Young  Gentlewoman  living  in  St.  John’s 


jrx  Square.,  came  with  her  Father  to  my  Houfe, 
May  1 6,  1716.  her  Lips  were  much  fweiled,  as  were 
alfo  both  Tides  of  her  Neck.  Her  Father  faid,  a 
Gentleman,  upon  whofe  Recommendation  he  ap¬ 
plied  to  me,  had  given  him  great  Hopes  (from  his 
own  Experience  of  my  Succefs)  I  would  cure  his 
Child  alio.  I  told  him  I  (hould  ufe  the  fame  Care  to 
ferve  his  Child  as  I  had  done  for  others  ;  more 
than  this  I  never  promifed.  Accordingly,  the  young 
Gentlewoman  had  fix  Viols  of  the  Specific k  Drops, 
and  Tome  fmall  Papers  of  the  Specifick  Powder,  with 
Dire&ions  how  to  take  them.  The  Ufe  whereof  (he 
continued  till  the  following  October,  when  her  Father 
and  (he  came  to  my  Houfe  with  their  Thanks  and 
Acknowledgments  for  my  good  Services.  And  if 
the  Teftimony  of  my  Succefs  in  this  cafe,  will  con¬ 
vince  Tome  Unbelievers,  I  have  the  Gentleman's 
leave  to  fend  them  to  his  Houfe  for  their  Convi&ion. 

WHether  the  Leprofy  be  a  Species  of  the  Kings - 
Evil ,  or  a  diltincl  Humour,  let  better  Judges 
determine  ,•  but  the  Gentleman's  Son  (about  feven 
Years  old)  of  whom  I  now  write,  from  the  Crown 
of  his  Head  to  the  Sole  of  his  Feet,  was  (  when 
brought  into  my  Hands)  overfpread  with  one  entire 
Scab ;  and  the  Child,  when  warm  in  Bed,  would 
fcratch  and  claw  himfelf  with  that  Violence,  hi$ 
Linnen  Pillow  and  Sheets  would  be  ftained  ail  over 
with  Blood ;  for  whofe  Cure  all  the  known  and 
dated  Methods  of  Pra&ice  had  been  effayed,  His 
Parents  being  able  and  willing  to  bear  the  Charge,  I 
prepared  a  warm  Bath  made  of  the  Specifick  Liquor, 
in  which  fome  particular  Herbs  were  boiled  ;  the 
Child  fat  for  half  an  Hour  up  to  the  Chin  every 
Morning  coming  out  of  his  Bed.  I  advifed  likewife 
the  taking  of  the  Specifick  Drops  and  Powder  in  his  or¬ 
dinary  Table-drink.  This  Method  the  Child  conti¬ 


nued 


(  62  ) 

nued  tlx  Months  (the  Bath  being  fometimes  inter- 
nhytedLand  tho5 1  conceal  his  Name  and  Habitation 
fqr  fornq  Reafon^yet  I  can  produce  the  Youth,  with 
many  other  authemick  Vouchers,  to  witnefs  his 
Cure, 

1Apt,  Wathnte  Lady  of  Dektford ,  July  the  ioth, 
3:710.  brought  her  eldeft  Son,  fa  Youth  about 
eleven  Years  old)  to  my  Houfe,  for  the  Cure  of  a 
filthy  Humour  in  his  Head,  Nofe,  and  Lips,  with 
fome  knotty  Swellings  elfewhere  j  but  thefe  Evils 
were  nothing  in  Comparifon  to  his  frequent  Bleed¬ 
ings  at  the  Mole  when  warm  in  Bed,  whereby  the 
Child  was  foextreamly  emaciated,  he  look’d  more  like 
a  dead  than  a  living  Creature  ;  for  the  Cure  whereof 
his  Mother  told  me,  the  Help  of  regular  Phyficians 
had  never  prevailed,  and  therefore  ffie  importuned 
my-AfGftance  if  he  was  recoverable.  I  cold  her  I 
could  not  warrant -  any  Succefs,  unlefs  his  Bleeding 
could  be  prevented,  which  it  plea  fed  God  to  enable 
rhe  to  do  in  fourteen  Days  time.  The  Boy  hereby 
getting  Scrongtlv  by  the  habitual  Ufe  of  tho  Specific k 
Drops  and  Po  wders,  his  other  Difficulties  were  eafily 
furmounted.  He  is  now  gone  to  the  Indies,  but  his 
Uncle  Mr.  Jamfs  Watkins,  at  the  Bank  of  England , 
jwili,:I  dare  fay,  give,’  full  Teftiftiony  of  his  Cure  to 
any  Perfon  defirous  of  tiiat  Satisfaction. 

Lady  of  Quality  near  Sobo-Scjuare,  brought  her 
^  ’Grand-daughter,  then  about  eleven  Years  of 
AgeJ  to  my  Houfe,.  very  much  affiided  with  a  Humour 
in  her  Nofe  and  Upper-Up,  with  feme' fmal'l  Swel- 
lings  in  her  Neck,  a  thick  Matter  ufually  difcharging 
it  felf  every.  Night  from  the  Nofe  on  her  Pillow  $  her 
ConRitution  .alfo  was  Hetfick,  and  her  Appetite  al¬ 
ways  craving  (as  mail  Peoples  are,  fubjed:  to  thefe 
Illoeffes).  It  was  Sept.  13,  "1-707.  when  I  undertook 
this  Child’s  Cure,  and *  by  the  following  Augnft,  It 
jpie&fed  God  to  biefs  my  Endeavours  with  that  Succefs, 

"y  n  o 


( ^ ) 

no  one  could  difcern  {he  had  ever  been  afflided  with 
any  fuch  Diftemper,  having  continued  free  from  the 
like  Complaint  ever  fince.  Mr.  Malms,  then  living 
in  Vell-meli,  ( Apothecary  to  the  late  Queen)  w £i  an 
Eye-witnefs  ot  this  Cure  ;  and  1  believe  Monfieur 
Beu’fhire ,  if  he  recdleds  his  Memory,  mult  have 
Knowledge  thereof  himfelf. 

A  Lady  living  in  Great  Marlborough  Street,  April 
9.-1710.  being  encouraged  by  a  Perfon  of 
Quality  in  Poland-ftreet,  whole  Daughter  I  had  for¬ 
merly  cured,  fent  her  Woman  with  one  of  her  Chil¬ 
dren  to  me,  to  know  if  the  Child  was  troubled  with 
the  King's  Evil ,  whofe  Lips  were  much  fwelled,  and 
like  wife  a  large  fcrofulous  Tumour  on  the  Calf  of 
one  Leg,*  the  Gaufe  whereof  a  skilful  Spagjrif  affect¬ 
ed  was  from  the  Worms 3  but  as  Dodors  don’t  always 
agree,  it  was  my  Opinion,  the  Child’s  Complaint 
was  Strumous ;  and  in  a  little  time,  more  of  thefe 
Swellings  would  arife.  My  Predidions  proving  true, 
the  Child  was  put  into  my  Hands,  whofe  Cure  took 
me  up  ten  Months  before  fhe  was  free  from  the  Di- 
ftemper. 

N.  B.  That  the  Names  and  Habitations  of  fome  Perfpns 
mentioned  in  this  Specimen  of  my  Succefs,  are  concealed , 
People  mufi  not  wonder  at,  becaufe  Perfons  of  Worth  and 
Diftinffion  are  not  willing  it  (hould  be  known  they  have 
had  any  fuch  Difeafe ,  leaf  it  [hould  prejudice  their  Fa¬ 
milies  3  I  have  therefore ,  always  taken  care  not  to  give 
Offence  by  juch  Publication ,  '  without  Leave  fir fi  'ob¬ 
tained* 

FINIS. 


errata. 
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< BOOKJ  Written  ly  the  Reverend  Mr.  Vickers. 

A  Companion  to  the  Altar  :  Shewing  the  Nature 
and  Meceffity  of  a  Sacramental  F reparation,  in 
order  to  our  worthy  receiving  the  Holy  Communion  ; 
wherein  thofe  Fears  and  Scruples  about  Eating  and 
Drinking  unworthily ,  and  of  incurring  our  own  Damna~ 
thn  thereby ,  are  proved  groundlefs  and  unwarrant¬ 
able  :  Unto  which  are  added,  Prayers  and  Meditations 
preparatiy^  to  a  Sacramental  Preparation ,  according  to 
what  the  Church  of  England  requires  from  her  Com¬ 
municants.  The  8th  Edition. 

The  prefent  and  future  Advantages  of  a  peaceable  and 
quiet  Temper.  Recommended  in  a  Sermon. 

Chr'ftian  Supports  under  the  Troubles  of  this  World  *  to 
comfort  and  fuccour  all  thofe,  who  in  this  tranfitory 
Life  are  in  Trouble,  Sorrow,  Need,  Sichnefs,  or  any 
Other  Ad  vet  fit y :  Unto  which  are  added  Prayers  and 
Meditations  fuitable  for  all  Perfons  affli&ed  in  Mind, 
Body,  or  Eft  ate.  The  4th  Edition. 

V 

Thefe  Sold  by  Edmund  Parker,  at  the  Bible  and  Crown 
in  Lombard- ftreet,  near  Stocks-market. 


